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EDITORIAL REMARKS. 


The Editors embrace the opportunity, in introducing the First Number of 
the Fifth Volume of the Repertory to their Patrons and Friends, of mak- 


‘ ing a few remarks on their past labours and their future prospects. However 


greatly they may have failed in the accomplishment of their wishes, it has 
been their constant endeavour, accompanied with fervent prayer to God for 
a blessing on their labours, to render the pages of the Repertory as profit- 
able to their readers as the size of the work would admit. 

Having selected the Christian Observer for the model after which the 
Repertory was to be conformed, they have pursued as nearly as was 
practicable, the track marked out by that invaluable work. 

The Repertory being the only periodical work published and patronized by 
Episcopalians, in this section of country. they have hitherto felt it to be their 
duty to devote a larger portion of it, to the exposition of the doctrines of 
the Church, than under other circumstances they would have deemed 
necessary. In doing this they have been prevented from giving as much 
Religious Intelligence as some other journals have done, and which they 
would gladly have done, but for the reason just mentioned. But having, 
in the four preceding volumes, taken a general view of the great and fun- 
damental doctrines of Christianity, and they hope, satisfactorily shown from 
Scripture, that which is so plainly declared in the Articles, Liturgy, and 
Homilies of the Church ; the total depravity of man; the necessity of his 
being born again of the Spirit, in order to his becoming a child of God, and 
justification by faith through the tmputed rigteousness of the Redeemer, for his 
acceptance with his Heavenly Father; they now feel themselves at liberty to de- 
vote more of their pages heretofore to the dissemination of Religious In- 
telligence. It is therefore proposed to divide the work as nearly as circom- 
stances will admit of, and give one half to each of these departments.— 
This arrangement will enable them to comply with the wishes of those 
who are more interested in what concerns the progress of the Gospel, and 
the prosperity of the Redeemer’s Kingdom in the world, than in the inves- 
tigation of controverted points of doctrine, and at the same time wil) afford 
to those who are fond of more substantial reading, an opportunity of being 
gratified. Being now in the regular receipt of most of the London periodi- 
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cal works, and also of all the most valuable publications in this country, 
they will have it in their power to furnish their readers with the earliest 
and most interesting Religious Intelligence of the day. 

The Editors cannot omit the expression of their thanks for the patronage 
which the Repertory has obtained. Its extensive circulation, they con- 
sider as the expression of the public approbation in its favour, and they 
cherish the hope, that its patrons will continue their efforts to increase the 
number of subscribers, and thereby greatly promote its prosperity and use- 
fulness. 

. They feel themselves authorized to urge this claim upon their attention, 
not only from the circumstance that their labours are gratuitously bestow- 
ed, but also from what adds greatly to the force of the request, the fact - 
that the profits of the work are exclusively applied to the education of 
pious young men for the ministry. This single consideration, they hope, 
will prove a strong inducement with all those, who wish the prosperity of 
the Church, to take an active part in widening its circulation, and punctu- 
ally complying with the terms of the publication. 

With respect to the evil of which some have complained, and no doubt, 
in some instances, with good reason, of the want of punctuality in its pub- 
fication, and in some cases the failure of the numbers reaching the subseri- 
bers, the Editors would observe, that no blame on this score can be laid 
to their charge. The publishers and the Post Office establishment, are 
alone answerable for all delays and miscarriages. 


THEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT. 


For the Repertory. no sinking of individual peculiarities 
ON SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES. to forward that in which all were 
During the last twenty years, a||agreed. Buta brighter day was soon 
series of important and continually || to dawn upon the Church. A new 
increasing operations have been go- | spring was to be given to the exer- 
ing on in the world, in the highest ||tions, and new encouragement to 
degree calculated te fill with gladness || the faith and hopes of the followers 
every christian heart. Had any one, || of Jesus. 
at the commencement of that period, || [In the winter of 1802, Thomas 
dared to predict what has since actu- || Charles, a minister of the established 
ally taken place, he would have been || Church, endeavoured to obtain a 
considered an idle dreamer. But | contribution in London to furnish the 
God, from. small beginnings, made | word of God to the poor in Wales. 
with a view to his own glory, often || Introducing the subject to a circle of 
brings into being magnificent results. || friends, it was suggested, that, as ma- 
Previously to the period we have || ny other parts were suffering under 
mentioned, some efforts had, at vari- ||}a famine of the divine word, it 
ous intervals, been made by the cir- || would be well to call the public at- 
culation of the Holy Scriptures, to || tention to a general dissemination of 
extend the knowledge of the great |/it. This hint was received and act- 
Salvation. These efiorts were, how- || ed upon, and to it the world owes the 
ever, comparatively speaking, few, || noblest and most beneficial istitu- 
feeble, and .isolated. No general || tion, the wisdom and benevolence of 
feeling of interest was excited in the || man ever established. Of man did 
christian world. There was no.com- || we say? No; let us give the glory 
bination of counsels and energies ;— ||jo whom it is due—to God, who, by 
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his spirit, first excited, and afterwards 
directed, encouraged, and strength- 
ened his servants to the performance 
of their blessed enterprize. 

In 1804, the British and Foreign 
Bible Society commenced its opera- 
tions. It had to make its way through 
a host of enemies. It was indeed, on 
on all sides beseiged, and had its re- 
liance been upon human strength, it 
would, in all probability, have soop 
forever fallen. But the prayers of 
its pious supporters, did not rise un- 
heard. The Lord was on their side, 
and in vain did men strive against 
them. The very success that attend- 
ed their measures rapidly lessened 
the number of their foes. Many 
united themselves to the cause, and 
others retired in shame and silence. 

Their efforts were at first much 
confined, but the circle was daily 
widening. Auxiliaries on all sides 
sprang up; the example was soon | 
followed in other countries. And 
now, if we look abroad, we shall be 
astonished to behold from how many 
points the light of divine truth is con- 
tinually shining forth, The parent 
Society has upwards of 716 auxili- 
aries and branches, and its own an- 
nual expenditure is at present, about 
half a million of dollars. Several 
societies have been instituted in 
France, that land whose national 
councils, but a short period since, re- 
solved that there be no God. In 
Germany, Switzerland, and the north 
kingdoms of Europe, they are nume- 
rous. The National Society in Kus- 
sia, has 210 auxiliaries: That in 
our own country, more than 36U.— 
Even Greece, Turkey, Syria, Egypt, 
and the Isles of the southern ocean, 
have united in the same great and 
glorious undertaking. 

Had these Societies been produc- 
tive of no other good, the peace and 
harmony they have introduced among 
various denominations of christians, 
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in ritual observances had gradually 
led those who had one Lord, one 
Faith, one Baptism, one hope of 
Salvation, to look upon one another 
almdst as enemies. In contending 
for points, on all hands allowed to be 
non-essential, they seemed to forget, 
that inthe leading principles of the 
Gospel, they were of one mind. But 








would, alone, compensate for all their 
labour and expense. Differences on 
minor articles of belief, and varieties 








uniting together in the great work of 
circulating the Bible, without note or 
comment, they soon discovered their 
mistake. The hand of Christian 
fellowship was extended , they knelt 
together before the Throne of Grace; 
they took from the scoffer a plaugi- 
ble argument against their religion, 
by showing that they held * the 
faith in unity of spirit and in the bonds 
of peace.” 

But this is but a small part of the 
good produced. I¢ is in the Gospel, 
that life and immortality are broughs 
to light, and the way of reconciliation 
to God revealed to rebellious man. 
Besides, ‘“ without holiness,” it is 
written, ‘‘no man shall see the Lord.”’ 
And our Saviear has declared that 
“the truth,” i. e. the word of God, 
is the great instrument of sanctifica- 
tion. How important then, that all 
men should become possessed of the 
oracles of Truth! 

Such being the case, what glori- 
ous news toall who believe in Jesus, 
that these oracles are now published 
in 130difflerent languages and dia- 
jects! What joy should it impart to 
every breast, what songs ot praise 
should it draw from every tongue! 
Do we take an iaterest in the success 
of our friends? Jesus is the friend 
that sticketh closer than a brother, 
and we now behold the promise of 
the Father, to give him the heathen 
for his inheritance, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for his pos- 
session, continually brought nearer 
its complete fulfilment. Do we bear 
apy love and good will towards our 
brethren of the human family? We 
now behold them more generally 
gaining possession of the best of all 
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gifts, that precious word which shall 
at length introduce the reign of peace 
throughout the world, while it pre- 
pares men for the enjoyment of ever- 
lasting peace, and happiness in Hea- 
ven. 

Christians can never be too actively 
and zealously engaged in this labour 
of love. It can never obtain too 
great & share of their time, their in- 
fluence, their wealth, and their 
prayers. Let them go on increasing 
their efforts, ever abounding in the 
work of the Lord; giving with a 
cheerful mind, that their labour may 
not be in vain in the Lord. 

Bat, while they exert themselves 
to furnish the word of God to others, 
they should be particularly careful 
not to neglect it themselves. While 
many nations are entirely destitute 
of this inestimable treasure, and ma- 
ny others have received it but spar- 
ingly, we are blessed with an abun- 
dant supply. Yet like many other 
blessings, though of the utmost im- 
portance, its very commonness, often 
in a great measure withdraws from it 
our respect and attention. Not more 
necessary are pure air and water to 
the health and strength of our bo- 
dies, than the supplies of this sacred 
fountain to the spiritual support of 
our souls. The former being things 
of time and sense, we neglect not to 
seek-and use, though their abundance 
makes us forgetful to affix to. them 
their real value, as well as to be 
thankful to their bountiful provider. 
But the latter, the work of eternal 
life, which should be daily used for 
the nourishment of our souls, but too 
often lies unopened and neglected.— 
The intention of the present essay is 
to enquire why and how we should 
search the Scriptures, and endeavour 
to awaken a more diligent attention 
to the subject. - 

It ought, indeed, in a Christian 
land, to be a superfluous enquiry, 
why we should make the Bible our 
study. The evidence we have con- 
tinually before our eyes of the in- 

















AUGUST, 


fluence of this Holy Book upon the 
moral habits of the community, 
should, of itself, be a sufficient re- 
commendation to our attention. And 
not only are differences of individual 
character produced by it, but also 
differences among nations. Where 
it has the purest course, there it is 
most glorified in subduing evil pas- 
sions, in creating and nurturing holy 
feelings, in cherishing all the sweet 
sympathies and charities of social 
and domestic life, in establishing in- 
stitutions for the growth of buman 
virtue and the relief of human mise- 
ry. Spread before you a map of 
the world, and contrast the countries 
which have other standards of faith 
and practice, with those where the 
Bible has been adopted, and, tell us, 
in which does human nature appear 
most exalted, dignified, and refined ? 
Again, among Christian lands, com- 
pare those where restrictions are 
imposed upon the general use of the 
Scriptures, with those where all are 
allowed to share in the same blessed 
privilege, and what will be the result? 
Let the general testimony of travel- 
lers bear witness. In the former, 
Spain, Portugal, Italy, and the Ro- 
man Catholic Countries in general, 
a dissoluteness of manners prevails 
scarcely credible to us who have 
hitherto been preserved from such 
deep corruption. In the latter, 
England, Germany, Switzerland, &c. 
and above all, our own favoured 
land, though there is much over 
which a christian may weep, yet is 
the state of morals far less deplora- 
ble. But these proofs of the influ- 
ence of the Bible aside, it seems not 
only natural, but in the highest de- 
gree fitting that we should examine 
faithfully into the grounds and prin- 
ciples of the Religion we receive 
from our fathers. Yet multitudes 
are better informed on almost every 
other subject than this. Many re- 


| nounce the faith of Christ before 


they really know what that faith is, 
and are willing to count the Gospel an 
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imposition, without being able to||be collected within the same com- 
give a tolerable account of any one || pass from all other books that were 


book in it. Many others are not |] ever composed in any age or nation.” 


professedly unbelievers, not only 


Indeed there is no excellence of com- 


because they have never troubled || position, of which we may not find 
themselves with thinking much about || the most perfect models by search- 
the matter in any way. And even|jing them. What, in unaffected sim- 
where the authority of the Scriptures | plicity and in truth to nature, can 
is admitted in the fullest terms, what |} equal the fine story of Joseph as re- 
numbers are so careful and busied || lated in the book of Genesis ? In what 
about the many things of this world, || animated and glowing strains does 
so little concerned about the ‘‘ one || Moses celebrate the passage of the 
thing needful,” as to let day after Israelites over the Red Sea, and the 
day pass by without yoing to them for || destruction of Pharaoh and his host ? 


instruction, It is not then a super. 








What an interesting picture of life 


fluous task to show why we should|and manners is afforded us in the 
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book of Ruth? How many beautiful 


And in entering upon the subject, || passages are to be met with in the 


we might address our readers as per 


History of David? In richness of 


sons of taste and cultivated minds, || fancy and energetic and glowing de- 


ank ask, why, when they profess to 
desire so much gratitication from the 
beautiful and sublime in composition, 
they can so greatly neglect this sa- 


scription, the book ot Job stands un- 
rivalled. The proverbs may be well 
described in the language of their 
inspired author, the wise king of 


cred volume ? It has drawn forth the || Israel; as, ‘‘ apples of gold in a net- 
highest encomiums of multitudes of || work of silver.” For as this fine 
those best qualified to judge, consid- || fruit possesses new attractions when 
ered only with regard to its literary || seen through the reticulations of a 


excellence. I will urge the testimo- 


silver basket, so do these instruc- 


ny of only one witness to this point, || tive sentences form the beauty of the 
and it will be allowed by all, that he || language in which they are clothed. 
is competent when I mention the || from these short but expressive pos 
name of Sir William Jones. More |jetical lessons, we may turn to listen 
or less acquainted with twenty-eight || to the lofty and magnificent tones of 


janguages, and perfect master of se- 
veral of them, the treasures of Eu- 
ropean and Asiatic literature were at 
his command. Both his translations 


the prophetic lyre. ‘ Isaiah,” says 
Bishop Lowth, “abounds in such 
| trancendent excellencies,that he may 
be properly said, to afford the most 


and original productions, give evi-|| perfect model of prophetic poetry. 


dence of an exquisitely refined taste. 
Thus endowed, he could compare 
the Scriptures with the most perfect 
works of ancient and modern times, 
and he is therefore, a most unexcep- 
tionable witness. Behold then, the 
ere his exmination. ‘* The 
collection of Tracts, which we call 
from their excellence the Scriptures, 
contains, independently of a divine 
origin, more true sublimity, more ex- 
quisite beauty, purer morality, more 
important history and finer strains 


of poetry and eloquence, than could! 


He is at once elegant and sublime, 
forcible and ornamented ; he unites 
energy with copiousness, and digni- 
ty with variety. There is such 
sweetness in the poetical composi- 
tion of his sentences, that the say- 
ing of Ezekiel may most justly be 
applied to this Prophet. 
‘* Thou art the confirmed exemplar of mea- 
sures, 
“ Full of Wisdom, and perfect in beauty.” 
Ezek. xxvut. 12, 


There cannot in the whole com- 
pass of poetry, be found an ode sur- 
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passing in richness, majesty, and 
grandeur, that contained inthe XIV. 
Chap., nor would it be easy to find a 
rival to the beautiful, regular, and 
perfect poem in the XXXIV. and 
XXXV. Tenderness and pathos are 
the characteristics of Jeremiah, tho’ 
he is often elevated and sublime.— 
Ezekiel displays a great diversity of 
style: bold, vehement, and energe- 
tic, he delights in what is lofty and 
terrible. If the structure of his sen- 
tences is sometimes rude and unpol- 
ished, it is because he trusts himself 
to the naked strength of the thought. 
Lowth compares him with Homer, 
Simonides, and Aischylus among the 
Greeks. Turning to the Minor Pro- 
phets, we shall have a rich repast in 
all the various kinds of poetical ex- 
cellence. The majestic ardour of 
Nahum while he ‘‘ sounds the trump 
of war,” and foretells the destruc- 
tion of Assyria and ‘Nineveh ; the 
concise sententiousness of Hosea ;— 
the animation, elegance, and copious- 
ness of Joel; the native eloquence 
and sublimity, and the beautiful rural 
imagery of the Herdsman Amos ; and 
the splendid ode which closes the 
prophecy of Habakkuk, will, in their 
tara, astonish and delight the reader. 
Even under all the disadvantages of a 
translation, through which whatever 
is truly excellent must always shine 
with greatly diminished lustre, we 
shall be filled with wonder and a- 
mazement. Such is the superior ex 
cellence of prophetic poetry that in 
every attempt to transfuse it into En. 
glish verse, it must exceedingly suf- 
fer. Like the Homer of Pope, it 
may be clothed more in the fashion 
of our own literature, but the dis- 
guise will only serve to hide much of 
the native strength, beauty, and sub- 
limity of the original. 
‘« Sweet is the Harp of Prophecy: too sweet 
** Not to be wronged by a mere mortal 
touch ; 
‘* Nor can the wonders it records be sung 
‘6 To meaner music and not suffer loss.” 


The same may be said also of the 
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beautiful odes of the royal David.— 
Every poetical version of which is as 
far below the simple prose transla- 
tion, as that is below the Hebrew. 
‘‘ The King of Men, the loved of Heaven, 
Which Music hallowed, while she wept 
O’er tones her heart of hearts had given, 
Redoubled be her tears, its chords are risen!” 
Or, to use the words of a friend 
who had been attempting a versifica- 
tion of a few of these sacred odes ; 
‘*The harp, the monarch minstrel 
swept, is enshrined in the sepulchre 
that conceals his remains ; and mo- 
derns would vainly attempt to pro- 
long one echo, however feeble, of 
those strains, which the light of eter- 
nity alone could kindle and which it 
has absorbed in itself. It is not mere- 
ly necessary, that no unhallowed 
hand should touch the ark: the best 
of men have often been the worst of 
poets ; but there is a grandeur in the 
notes of the sweet singer of Israel, 
that has ever disdained filtration. It 
cannot be softened into the melody 
which meets the ear, it cannot be 
controled by rhyme. It rather seems 
like the music of the spheres, as 
high and as mysterious.”’ | 
If we would change the poetic for 
the historic muse, the Bible will still 
furnish us with ample entertainment, 
Here we have the only authentic re- 
cord of the creation. Leaving out 
of view its inspiration, compare its 
description of the origin of all things, 
with the cosmogonies of Greek and 
Roman and Hindu philosophers, and 
see how vastly superior it is, not on- 
ly in simplicity and sublimity, but in 
reasonableness, For the former qual- 
ities, Moses has been quoted with 
high commendation by the ablest 
critic,of antiquity, Longinus, who in- 
troduces the passage, *‘ Let there be 
light and there was light,” as an ex- 
emplification. And as to its reason- 
ableness, though there are some 
things difficult and obscure, yet there 
is none of that evident absurdity and 
contradiction with which all other 
accounts abound. 
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The Sacred Annals also fill up a 
large gap in the history of man. He- 
rodotus, usually, though improperly 
termed the Father of History, begins 
his work at a comparatively late pe- 
riod, and then fable is every where 
abundantly intermingled, from the 
Bible we may learn the cause of ma- 
ny of the moral phenomena continn- 
ally exhibiting in the world. 
we may ascertain, why reason is so 
blind and varying, why passion so 
ungovernable, why sin has so defiled 
the earth, why laws and restrictions 
became necessary. Here, too, are 
exhibited the causes of the disorder 
which are every where observable 
among the strata on the surface of 
the globe. And though, 

** Some drill and boxe 
The solid earth, and from the strata there 
Extract a register, by which we learn 


That he who made it and revealed its date 
To Moses, was mistaken in its age,”’ 


yet the ablest geologists of the pre- 
sent day, unite with the profound 
Cuvier in confessing that the Mosaic 


Here |) 
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accounts, as well of the creation as 
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the deluge, coincide with all that can 
be gathered from the present appear- 
ance of nature. Maultitudes of 
customs also, which, with greater 
or less variations, prevail in many 
nations, can be accounted for, only 
by referring to the Old Testament. 
Select some striking religious rite or 
piece of superstition among any of 
the nations of the east, and travel 
with it towards Jerusalem. The 
nearer you approach this centre of 
sacred truth, the more will it be di- 
vested of the incumbrance of human 
inventions, until at length arriving at 
the’ temple, you find it in its original 
simplicity, described and inculcated 
in the volume of inspiration. Make 
the rite of sacrifice for instance, the 
subject of your investigation, and the 
more closely you examine, without 
prejudice, the stronger will be your 
conviction, that its so general obser- 
vance has arisen from the tradition 
of the divine institutions, recorded 
in the Bible. And so with numerous 
others. 
(To be Continued. } 


MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT. 


Remarks on Bishop Hobart’s Sermon, 
delivered at the Consecration of St. 
Stephen’s Church, Philadelphia, Feb. 
1823. 

Messrs. Editors: In perusing a late 
sermon of Bishop, Hobart’s, delivered 
to a large audience at the consecra- 





tion of a new charch in Philadelphia, 
some reflections were forced upon me 
which I thought might notbe unpro- 
fatable, if communicated to the mem- 
bers of our church through the me- 
dium of your useful Miscellany. 
Towards the conclusion of this dis- 
course, the Bishop remarks: ‘ In 
the evidence which the increase of 
congregations in this city and else- 


: 
| 








where, affords of the fact, that our 
Zion ig ‘lengthening her stakes and 
exténdipg the curtains of her habita- 
tions,’ what a source of elevated gra- 


tification to all of us who recognise 
and value her evangelical and apos- 
tolical character; and what pecu- 
lar emotions of grateful pleasure must 
it afford to him,* who can look back 
to the time when desolation reigning 
in her courts, and division distracting 
her feeble counsels, one only hope 
enlivened the gloom that enveloped 
her destiny, that there was one who 
had promised to be with his church, 
‘alway even to the end of the world,’ 
The assemblage of this day, under 
circumstances sO auspicious, whe- 
ther we consider the local prosper- 
ity of the Church or its general pros- 
pects, proves that thus far this pro- 
mise has been fulfilled.”’ &c. P. 16. 

I mean not here to censure the ex- 


*The Rt. Rev. Bishop White. 
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ulting gratulatory style of this dis- 
course in general. An occasion of 
the kind on which it was delivered, 
was no doubt calculated to awaken 
glad emotions ; and a preacher invi- 
ted froma distance to lead the sol- 
emnities of the day, might think him- 
self fairly exempted from the duty of 





saying any thing to throw a damp on 
the joyous spirits of the congregation. 
On this subject I may touch before 
Iconclude. At present, my object isto 
examine the triumphant inference of 
the Bishop, that the territorial ex- 
tent and external splendour of our 
church is a demonstration of its real 
prosperity and of the favouring pre- 
sence of its Divine Head. I know 
the writer of the Sermon before us 
would by no means assert this doc 

trine in direct terms; but I submit 
to your judgment, Messrs. Editors, 
whether such remarks as are contain 

ed in the above extracts, have not an 
evident tendency to countenance such 
an opinion, and whether too many of 
the publications connected with our 
Church proceedings, particularly 
those which have emanated from the 
same source as the above, are not 
chargeable on similar grounds. 

A religious man of any penetration 
will hardly be deceived by the im- 
posing spectacle of magnificent tem- 
ples, thronged congregations of the 
rich and ,and a pompous dis- 
play of worship. He will’be far from 








regarding these trappings of worldly 
favour with which Religion is array 

ed, a3 any part pf her native loveli- 

ness. He knows that God prolite’ 
“Before all temples, the upright 
heart and pure.”” He knows mankind 
too well to suppose, that the sums 
they are willing to expend in building 
and furnishing their churches, and 
the multitudes who repair to the 
house of God, and audibly repeat 
the prayer and praises of our devo- 
tional Liturgy on asunday forenoon, 
are a true index of the state of piety 
among us. His experience will con 








vince him that rivalship and ostenta- 
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tion may have almost as much to do 
with the decorations of a Christian 
temple as with those ofa pfiyate 
dwelling ; and alas! that experience 
will too painfully assure him, that a 
thousand worshippers may have the 
confessions of contrite penitents, and 
the hosannahs of rapt seraphim al- 
ternately on their tongues, without 
any sincere humiliation or devout 
elevation of soul. 

An appeal to ecclesiastical history 
will supply a sad attestation to the 
justoess of our distrust in external 
prosperity. 

During the three first Centuries, 
when the church was in its primitive 
and purest state, what was its exter- 
nal condition. To use the language 
of one who witnessed and largely 
shared its fortunes, it was “ destitute, 
afflicted, tormented; and those of 
whom the world was not worthy, 
wandered in deserts, in mountains, 
and in dens, and caves of the earth.’’ 
But all this time while it was odious 
and contemptible inthe eyes of the 
world, its humble graces rendered it 
lovely and precious to its Lord. No 
sooner however did the church be- 
come the object of imperial favour 
and patronage, than outward splen- 
dour assumed the.place of simplicity, 
purity, and humility of character.— 
Nothing to a superficial observer 
could be more delightful than the 
prospects of the church under the 
fostering sway of Constantine. But 
one who esteemed essential christian- 
ity as consisting in something totally 
distinctfrom secular establishment, 
would, upon looking beneath the de- 
ceitful surface, have seen much rea- 
son to mourn its waving lustre and 
withering beauties. He would have 
regarded the light of royal favour as 
only the lamp of the evening, indicat- 
ing, and but poorly supplying the ab- 
sence of the solar orb. To come 
down to later times, what could pre- 
sent a more flattering scene to the 
worldly minded Christian, than the 
churches of Rome before the Reform- 
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ation. She sat enthroned like a queen, 
waving her sceptre over the civiliz- 
ed world ; the power and the wealth 
of Europe were at her disposal ; the 
arts of painting, of sculpture, and of 
architecture, lent her their associated 
lustre, and helped to complete her 
supremacy over the human mind. 
Yet, at this very time, when her seat 
was reared in a temple which, for | 
grandeur and vastness, exceeded all | 
the other works of man ; when she re- 
ceived the prostrate homage of na- | 
tions, and ‘* sucked the breasts of 
kings,” then did her spiritual abomi- 
nations mount to such a height as to 
shock some of “her most devoted 
subjects, and deprive her for ever 
ofhalf her ill-gotten empire. 

And even were one to visit Rome 
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at this diy, survey her churches and 
her episcopal palaces, and the thou- 
sands who frequent her sanctuary on 








her great festivals, he would find in 
that church stronger marks, (if such 
things are marks at all) of the bless- 
ing of Heaven and the promised pre- 
sence of Christ, than the Bishop of 
New-York could find in the increas- 
ing number and splendour of the sa- 
cred edifices of Philadelphia. 

I do not wish to appear morose, 
Messrs. Editors ; fam no enemy to 
splendour and taste. I have no ob- 
jection that in an age of luxury and 
refinement, men should resolve to 
make the house of God surpass in 
grandeur the noblest of their own 
mansions ; provided a chaste simpli- 
city characterizes the structure. Let 
the rich bring their costly offerings, 
and give back to their Creator the sil- 
ver and the gold and the marble which 
are His. But at the same time pains 
ought to be taken that the members 
of our church may not indeatify its 
external prosperity with its real spi- 
ritual growth. Many are in great 
danger of doing so. Many look on 
with unmingled exultation when they 
hear of the erection of new church- 














es, and of numbers of the wealthy 
and respectable stepping forth as pa- 
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trons of the Episcopal interest ; 
while they feel little concern at ob- 


| serving a great proportion of our peo- 


ple to be devoted to the world and 
its vanities, heartless and formal in 
their worship, indifferent to the 
coming of the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
and whose love for their church is 
only a bigoted attachment to a party. 
Against such a spirit, the clergy in 
all their official communications ought 
to bear full and unequivocal testimo- 
ny. But has it not been too much 
the fashion in our reports and jour- 
nals, to exchange congratulations on 
tokens of e::ternal success, while very 
little notice has been bestowed on the 
state of vital religion in our commu- 
nion ? 

Amongst the numerous communi- 
cations of our parochial and mission- 
ary labourers, stating with exultation 
the progress of our church in their 
respective districts, where will you 
find one note of condolence, one call 
for humiliation and united _prayer, 
on account of the apathy, the care- 
less worldly spirit, the fatal palsy, I 
may say, which reigns throughout ou? 
congregations ? 

Ought not our people to be told that 
this languor and lethargy are a most 
alarming symptom of the present dis- 
pleasure and of the impending judg- 
ments of the Almighty, instead of be- 
ing flattered with vain imaginations, 
of the prosperity of the church, be- 
cause our houses of worship are 
splendid, and the multitudes that fol- 
low us are great. Would not the occa- 
sion on which Bishop Hobart deliver- 
ed his sermon have admitted of some 
profitable admonitions of the nature 
above recommended, which, urged 
with affection and earnestness by one 
in his high station upon his numerous 
auditory, might have produced most 
happy effects ? Ought it not to heave 
the bosom of a christian Bishop with 
sighs and almost move him to tears 
to witness amidst so much attention 
to the outside of the cup and platter, 
so little regard to the cleansing of 





a Se ne eee 








ve aaa 


no a corer + 





10 Remarks ou Bishop Hobarts Sermon. 


the inside. These remarks are not 
intended to apply to the congrega- 
tion which the Bishop addressed 
more than to any other. But I can- 
not help thinking that the state of our 
churches, generally, rather calls for 
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I will hide mine eyes from you ; yea, 
when you make many prayers, I will 
not hear.” 

It is impossible to find stronger 
terms of abhorrence and disgust than 
those which the Lord here expresses 


serious exhortations and warnings |j towards the worship of his profess- 
from our spiritual Fathers and guides, || ing people, even when they were 


than for soothing and complimentary 
addresses. In the days of Isaiah, the 
men of Jerusalem, probably imagi- 
ned their church was flourishing, and 
was the object of Jehovah’s peculiar 
complacency. ‘They had the mag- 
nificent temple of Solomon always 
glittering in their view ; they had a 
priest-hood descended in an unbro- 
ken line from Aaron, who was called 
of God ; they had the ark and cheru- 
bim, the urim and thummim, the 
fire from heaven to kindle their al- 
tar, and above all, the Shechinah, 
the luminous symbol of the divine 
presence. Moreover, they were 
punctual in their attendance on the 
temple worship ; they were profuse 
in their offerings tothe Lord. Yet, 
when the prophet was sent to preach 
to them, did he congratulate them on 
their glorious temple, their legitimate 
priesthood, their oracles written by 
the finger of God, their inspired 

imody, their numerous sacrifices ? 
No ; he knew his countrymen were 
of themselves too much inclined to 
value themselves on these advanta- 
ges. And therefore the language in 
which the prophet addressed them 
was of a different strain ; ** ‘lo what 
purpose is the multitude of your ¢a- 
crifices unto me ? saith the Lord : I 
am fall of the burnt offerings of rams 
and the fat of fed beasts ; bring no 
more vain oblations ; incense is an 
abomination unto me; the new moons 
and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, 
I cannot away with: it is iniquity 
even the solemn meeting. Your new 
moons and your appointed feasts my 
soul hateth; they are a trouble to 
me : [am weary to bearthem. And 











lavish in paying him external hon- 
ours. And although the: sins for 
which they are reproved are different 
from ours, yet we can hardly sup- 
pose that the bodily homage of the 
covetous, of the idolatrous lovers of 
the world, of the idle and dissipated, of 
this generation, can be much more 
acceptable to God than that of the 
bloody and oppressive contempora- 
ries of Isaiah. Ah, what will avail 
our magnificent churches, our apos- 
tolical succession, our scriptural Lit- 
urgy, Our holy ordinances, unless 
they are the means of leading the 
members of our church to “ true 
repentance towards God and faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ.”? Unless 
these persons are convinced of the 
absolute necessity of adeath unto 
sin, and a new birth unto holiness : 
Unless they are made to see with 
their understandings and to feel in 
their hearts, the wide, the important 
distinction between “the children 
of this world,’ and ‘the children 
of the kingdom ?”” We may perisa 
in the very midst of the pastures of 
salvation. It is written tor our 
learning, ‘“‘He rained down manna 
upon them to eat, man did eat angel’s 
food*—he sent them meat to the full; 
but while their meat was yet in their 
mouths, the wrath of God came upon 
them, and smote down the chosen 
men of Israel.” 

Whoso readeth, let him under- 
stand. PHoreo. 

omnes 
Messrs. Editors: The following lines 


*This may most beautifully and truely 
be said of us when in the Ze Deum and 
other anthems we take into our mouths the 


when ye spread forth your hands || songs of angels. 
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were suggested by the delight and edifica- 


tion derived from the perusal of a Sermon of 


that magnificent genius, Saurin. If you 
think them worthy of a place in your Ma- 


gazine, you are at liberty to make use of 


PHOREO. 


ODE TO LITERATURE. 
Hail sacred Literature! to thee 
What powers of grateful minstrelsy 
Our debt can tell? Thy faithful page 
Preserves, to charm each following age, 
The richest produce of each mighty mind, 
All their deep sense and all their wit refined. 


them. 


In vain to Homer’s breast had heayen 

Its brightest rays of genius given ; 

In vain had Milton’s muse sublime, 

O’erleaped the bounds of earth and time ; 

Their thoughts unknown had in their bosoms 
burned, 

In the same shrine engender’d and inurn’d, 


Or their bright frenzies had been tost 

Forth on deaf nature, and been lost ; 

The sweetest music had been wasted, 

The air alone the feast had tasted, 

The rocks and woods and streams alone | 
could tell, 

That raptures such did earthly breasts 
e’er swell, 

That strains so sweet from mortal lips e’er 
fell. ; 





V had been as if creative power, 

Had painted earth with many a flower, 

But made no eye the scene to view, 

And fondly scan each radiant hue ; 

Or hung the solar lamp its rays to dart 

Not on fair worlds, but Chaos’ glooms 
athwart. 


But now is, by thy potent aid, 

Each birth of mind immortal made ; 
And not a noble thought inspires 

One soul, but thousands catch its fires ; 
And all the mental wealth of ages past, 
For our delight and profit is amassed. 


Oh with what fervid, grateful lays, 
Should piety resound thy praise ! 

Thou hast displayed before her eyes 
The gifts of all the good and wise. 

Not for themselves their ardours glowed, 
But to light millions to the throne of God. 


How shall my soul its thanks express, 
That, left not to its helplessness, 

It can to numerous volumes fly, 

The legacy of saints on high ; 

Thence catch a holy flame and borrow 


strength, 


To tread with steadier step life’s weary 


length. 
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REMARKS ON THE COLONIZATION 80- 
CIETY. 


Messrs. Editors:—-I should be 
glad to see your work made the 
vehicle of regular and full intelli- 
gence on the subject of the Coloni- 
zation Society. Yoursituation gives 
you the greatest advantages for re- 
ceiving such intelligence, and you no 
doubt could command the contribu- 
tions of some of the ablest pens in 
the nation in behalf of the grand ob- 
jects of that Society. It appears to 
me, that the eyes of the nation are 
not properly opened to the imperi- 
ous obligation which lies upon them, 
to embrace and foster this most'promis- 
ing expedient which has ever been 
devised for diminishing, if not exter- 
minating, the enormous evil of our 
national slavery. The few noble 
and patriotic souls who now support, 
through many discouragements, the 
momentous interests of the Coloniza- 
tion Society, deserve the love and 
the assistance of every friend to 
virtue and to man. 

Let there be a series of able es- 
says on this subject in the pages of 
the Repertory ; let the lamentable 
effects of African slavery in our 
country, both on the white and the 
coloured population ; let the separa- 
tion which a difference of complexion 
will ever maintain, thas rendering 
amalgamation and fraternity impoli- 
tic and impossible, and rendering 
domestic emancipation, and even in- 
struction inexpedient and odious ;— 
let these things be urged upon the 
understandings and upon the con- 
sciences of Christians, by some of 
your able auxiliaries, and | hope it 
would not be in vain. There is 
something more heart-sickening in 
the circumstance of negro slavery 
than ever existed in the slavery of 
the Greeks and Romans. There 











the slave did not carry in his com- 
plexion an indelible brand of infamy 
to himself and his latest posterity.— 
Merit, or the generosity of his owner 
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might make him a freeman, and in a 
few generations the memory of his 
servitude be forgotten, and his fami- 
ly be respectable.* He was not con- 
signed to the dismal prospect of en- 
tailing chains upon his remotest de- 
cendants along with a sable skin.— 
Nothing forbade a gradual amalgama- 
tion. No natural marks told at first 
sight, who were friends and who 
were foes, and admonished the un- 
fortunate of their numerical strength. 
No patriotic or personal fears made 
the master hesitate to obey the best 
feelings of his heart in opening the 
benighted mind of bis domestic. We 
must acknowledge all these features 
of peculiar grievousness in our sla- 
very. There is another considera- 
tion which must wear the most me- 
lancholy aspect to a feeling and deli- 
cate, not to say a christian, mind. It 
cannot be denied that the observa- 
tion of chastity and the laws of mat- 
rimony are next to impossible. The 
constant transfer of property and dis- 
tribution of estates renders perma- 
nent Union impracticable ; and the 
want of any character to support, and 
of the least power to resist the will of 
their superiors, delivers over one 
half of that unhappy race, an unre- 
sisting prey to lawless appetite— 
thus introducing pollution into almost 
every family, and throwing constant 
temptation in the way ofevery young 
man within his fathers walls. ‘These 
are mere hints, which I throw out 
with the hope of seeing the subject 
taken up and amplified by an abler 
hand. If any thing is ever done, it 
must be done by touching the pub- 
lic mind, through the medium of the 
press. Let it be done with feeling, 
yet with prudence, and there is no 
danger. Mr. Jefferson wrote with 
great freedom on the subject; with- 
out incurring odium. It would not 
be departing, in the least, from the 


* Horace, the great poet, and a favorite 
of Augustus, it is well known, was the son 
of a freedman. Terence also, and Epic- 
tetus were slaves. 
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design of your publication, to turn a 
part of its matter into this channel ; 
on the contrary, I am persuaded, that 
you could not subserve the interests 
of religion, and the public happiness 
more effectually, than by pouring 
| continually on the eyes of our coun- 
trymen, a constant and powerful 
stream of light, exhibiting the many- 
fold evils, both to body and soul, 
which are constantly growing out of 
our servile system, and operating 
with almost equal fatality npon the 
whites and upon the blacks. 
Puoreo. 





REASONS FOR OMITTING THE ANTE- 
COMMUNION SERVICE. 


It is well known to well informed 
Episcopalians, that a question has for 
some time and in many places been 
agitated, with regard to the obligation 
of using what is called the ante-com- 
munion service ‘on all occasions of 
sermon or communion.”’ The rubrics 
which relate to this service are of such 
a nature that Ministers have conscien- 
tiously differed as to their intention, 
and some have thought themselves 
obliged, while others have believed 
themselves free from any obligation to 
use the service in question on every 
occasion of Morning Prayer. This 
difference of opinion was permitted to 
continue unmolested till the- House 
of Bishops, at a special General Con- 
vention in 1821, publishedtheir views 
of the meaning of the rubrics-respect- 
ing the service in dispute. It was 
their belief that the rubrics did pre- 
scribe its use “on all occasions of 
sermon or communion, as well as on 
those festivals and fasts, when neither 
sermon nor communion occurs.’ 
This expression of opinion did not 
and could not preclude the Ministers 
of the Church, from having their own 
views of the subject still and con- 
tinuing to act as the rubrics of the 
Church seemed to them to prescribe. 
It-can only be considered as the pri- 
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‘vate interpretation of a number of 
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very respectable persons whose 
thoughts upon any subject deserve a 
very attentive hearing. Since this 
opinion was expressed, the views and 
practice of the Clergy who differed 
from it, have continued the same as 
ever. They conscientiously consid- 


ered the arguments of the House of 


Bishops, and after a respecttul in- 
vestigation of the whole subject, are 
still convinced that it cannot be shown 
that they are obliged to introduce the 
Ante-Communion service in the 
morning whenever they preach. Did 
they think the omission of this prac- 
tice a matter of indifference, they 
would undoubtedly have conformed 
with the greatest unwillingness to the 
course desired by the House of Bish- 
ops. But believing that the intro- 


duction of this service in the way de- 
sired is very inexpedient in their 
circuinstances, (however it may be 
elsewhere ) and would often be inju- 
rious, they think it proper and im- 


portant to pursue the practice to 
which they have been accustomed, 
notwithstanding the disagreeable 
consequences of differing from the 
usage of many of their Brethren. 
It is not their desire to make prose- 
lytes to their views, but simply to be 
allowed quietly to act in obedience 
to their direction. They are per- 
fectly willing that all who differ with 
them should continue to do so, and 
were it not that the liberality which 
they thus extend to others has by 
many been denied in return, they 
would probably have pursued their 
silent way without writing or speak- 
ing for the notice of the public a 
word upon the question- But the 
manner in which they have been 
treated on account of their views and 
practice ; the names by which they 
have been called ; the injurious in- 
. sinuations and attacks that have been 
made against their love for the 
Church and their conscientious atten- 
tion to her appointments, and the pre- 
judices attempted to be excited against 
them by the lowest and the highest in 
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the Diocess of Maryland, in connex- 
ion with the threats of some harsh 
measures too plain to be misunder- 
stood, imperiously demand them to 
come forward and defend their judg- 
ment, consciences and conduct. In 
consequence of all this, the writer of 
this paper has undertaken to express 
as briefly as possible, those views of 
the subject in question by which his 
own practice is governed, believing 
that they agree substantially with those 
of his brethren who like him omit the 
ante-communion service in their re- 
gular morning worship. ‘This he at- 
tempts with a stronger conviction than 
ever of the propriety of his course 
and he begs to be considered noi as 
a timid apologist afraid of his own 
arguments, but as a confident asser- 
ter of what he-is perfectly sure is 
reasonable and right. 

The question is, do the rubrics of 
the P. Book prescribe the use of the 
Ante-Communion service on every 
occasion of a sermon, er do they not ? 

1 cannot imagine a fairer or plainer 
method of deciding this, than by sup- 
posing the case of an enquirer who 
hias never heard the opinion or seen 
the practice of any one in relation to 
the services of the Church, taking 
up the prayer book and endeavouring 
tolearn the way in which he must 
use the service, by examining the 
rubrics alone. A person in this 
situation, the rubrics ought to be and 
certainly were intended to be suffi- 
cient todirect. ‘The course to which 
he will thus be most naturally led, we 
may presume is the course intended 
to be prescribed. 

Suppose this person to have exami- 
ned the rubrics for “the order for 
daily Morning prayer, and to have 
learned the course usually pursued 
to the end of that order, viz. to the 
Apostolic words,”’ the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 
of God, &c. This is the place where 
we say the daily Morning Service 
may properly be concluded. Let us 
ask whether the person in allusion — 
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will be likely to suppose that the 
Ante-Communion service is to fol- 
low. He opened the book at what 
was headed “The order of daily 
Morning Prayer;” if these words 
were intended to mean any thing, he 
takes it for granted that the begin- 
ning and ending of the service at the 
head of which they stand, are the 
beginning and ending of all that is ap- 
pointed for the daily worship of the 
Morning, and that when he comes to 
the end of this order, the order for 
Morning worship continues no fur. 
ther. If any additions or deviations 
are ever to be made, he must consi- 
der them not as regular but occasion- 
al things, and as exceptions to the 
general rule. In this opinion he is 
confirmed by finding that the ‘‘order”’ 
is deficient in no particular of wor- 
ship, but perfect in all its parts: he 
sees its introduction, exhortation, 
confession, absolution, creed, prais- 
es and prayers and the whole is ter- 
minated solemnly with those impres- 
sive words with which the Apostles 
so frequently concluded their epis- 
tles. The natural impression thus far 
is, that nothing remains: this im- 
pression is strengthened by perceiv- 
ing a. rubric written under the whole 
‘“« Here endeth the order of Vorning 
P. y’ and here most certainly 
would his service end, unless some- 
thing else than the Prayer Book 
should tell him to proceed. For 
what is there now before him, to lead 
even to a suspicion that any service 
is to follow ? what comes next in the 
page ? No rubric appears, not a hint 
appears to make him suspect that the 
service of the Morning is not finish- 
ed. A heavy black line says to him 
‘Hitherto shalt thou come and no fur- 
ther.”’ Next to the line is the Even- 
ing Service, and after that for the 
next 85 pages (in my book) nothing 
is met with, but appointments for pe- 
euhtar days and circumstances. Now, 
it is evident that ifit is the intention 
of the Church that he should pro- 


ceedto the Ante-Communion service, | 
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and:a rubric to that effect be found 
-in the Prayer Book, this person must 
remain ignorant of his duty and irreg- 
ular in his practice, unless he chance 
to open his book just at the very line 
where it is said the rubric is placed, 
that is some 85 pages beyond the spot 
where he was induced to believe he 
| was to finish. A strange predica- 
ment forthe Church to leave her 
members in! How easy it would 
have been just to say in a line at the 
end of the order for Morning Prayer, 
that the Ante-Communion service 
must follow ! 

But though the situation of things 
be thus at the end of the “ order,’’ 
is there nothing in the course of it 
to excite some suspicion in regard 
toa succeeding service! The only 





rubric that can be suspected of con- 
taining any thing of this kind, is found 
at the end of the versicles which fol- 
low the creed and reads thus: 
‘Then shall follow the collect for 
** the day, except when the commu- 
‘“nion service is read, and then the 
‘collect of the day shall be omitted 
here.” But what will our enquirer 





gather from this ? He perceives that 
in the first place the rubric points 
out the regular and general course 
and then an exception. The general 
course is to read the collect for the 
day, after the Creed ; the exception 
is that when the communion service 
is read, i. e. on days of communion, 
the collect is to be omitted here. 
Now, is there any thing here to lead 
fo a suspicion that on days when the 
communion service is not read, the 
collect must be omitted in this place ? 
On the contrary, there is every thing 
to make one believe that his general 
and daily practice on such days, 
should be regularly to introduce it. 
So far, then, from finding in this ru- 
bric any thing in favour of the use of - 
the ante-communion service, an ar- 
gument of no contemptible charac- 
ter may be drawn from it against the 
use of that service. For suppose 





the minister to read the collect for 
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the day in its regular place, and read 
the ante-communion service also.— 
‘In this case, the collect must be 
twice read, for in the ante-commu- 
nion service there is a rubric which 
prescribes its introduction there.— 
But in as much as it cannot be sup- 
posed, that the church intended the 
collect to be twice used in the same 
service, and it certainly was her in- 
tention that it should be generally 
introduced in the ‘order for daily 
morning prayer,” it must be infer- 
red that its introduction in the other 
place was not intended, and conse- 
quently that the ante-communion 
service with which it is necessarily 
connected, was not designed to be 
introduced. This repetition is not 
indeed found in fact in the practice 
of those who use the service in 
question, but the reason is, as I hum- 
bly contend, that they do not obey 
the rubric after the creed, and it is 
confidently maintained that here they 
are at least as open to accusation 
from us, in relation to this rubric, 
as we can be from them in relation 
to the ante-communion service. In- 
stead of reading the collect after the 
creed generally, and omitting it occa- 
sionally, as the rubric prescribes ; 
they omit it almost always, and 
scarcely ever introduce it. 

But let us return to our enquirer. 
He has arrived at the end of the or- 
der of morning prayer, and every 
thing is calculated to impress bim 
with the idea that nothing is to fol- 
low. If any thing is to follow, the 
probability is that he will never 
find it unless some one come to the 
help of the book which should speak 
for itself, and direct him where it is 
to be found. Let us then suppose 
him informed by some one that the 
rubric prescribing something further, 
may be. seen in the ante-communion 
service. In what part of that ser- 


vice will he naturally look for it ?— 
According to the habit of the church, 


in regard to all datly services and 























regular appointments, he will expect 


Prester on the Rubric. 15 


to find it at the beginning. But no 
such rubric is there ; every line re- 
lates to the communion. He can 
find not a word that has ever been 
supposed to relate to the matter in 
dispute, till he comes to the end*of 
that service. There, after direc- 
tions for the use of the creed and 
for notices of fast-days, holy-days, 
&c. are found the following words, 
‘then shall follow the sermon, af- 
‘ter which the minister, when there 
‘* is acommunion, shall return to the 
‘* Lord’s table,” &c. After reading 
these words, he will very naturally 
say to himeelf, ‘ there seems to be 
a supposition here, that when | 
come to preach, | have read the ser- 
vice preceding this rubric, and have 
been to the communion table, the 
appointed place for that service. 
Does this mean that I am to read the 
ante-communion service whenever I 
preach, whether there is a communi- 
on or not ? It itdoes, how singularly is 
the duty enjoined! Why is the direc- 
tion so late? Why, since it seems so in- 
consistent with every thing previous 
to it, was it not given more directly and 
prominently, instead of being squeez- 
ed into a corner and leaving us to 
find out its meaning by difficult jn- 
ference? This is not the character 
of the rubrics in general, on the con- 
trary, all the rest are pointed and 
plain. I must either accuse the 
Church of the most unaccounta- 
ble negligence, or I_ must suppose 

(which is much easier,) that there is 
some different construction for the 
rubric in allusion.’ The enquirer 
is confirmed in his idea of a diflerent 
explanation, by perceiving from the 
communion service, thatif he takes 
the first explanation, he will have to 
use a second time the collect for the 
day which, in the order for morn- 
ing prayer, he has already said.— 
There are two explanations to be 


igiven of this rubric, which are en- 


tirely consistent with each other. 
For the first, let it be observed, that 
the utmost stretch of the language of 
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the rubric, cannot make it amount 
to a prescription that the previous 
service shall be used, but only a suppo- 
sition that it has been used. ‘The 
explanation is then, that, inasmuch 
@ it is lawful for any one habitually 
to use this service, the Church pre- 
scribes at what time it shall be used, 
and appoints that it shall, when used, 
precede the sermon ; thus guiding 
and limiting,’but not taking away the 
discretion of the minister. 

For the second: explanation, we 
refer to the language of the House 
of Bishops, relative to this question. 
They say, “‘ It is understood that the 
morning prayer and the administra- 
tion of the communion were designed 
to be distinct services, to be used at | 
different times of the day.” It is sup- 
posed that it was in reference to this 
design, that the clause of the rubric 
under consideration was introduced, 
and its intention was that when the 
communion service was read as 
a distinct and separate service, un- 
connected with the ‘‘ order for daily 
morning prayer,” it should pause here 
where the rubric stands, till the ser- 
mon was ended, and then proceed. In 
allusion to the above observation ofthe 
House of Bishops, let it be remarked 
how strangely different is the course 
they would have us pursue, from 
that designed by the original fram- 
ers of the Prayer Book. The latter 
designed a separation between the 
morning prayer and the communion 
service, the former not only unite 
them as we all do on days of 
communion, but contend for an union 
between the morning prayer, and a 
large part of the communion gervice 
on all other days. | 

But let us again to our enquirer. 
He may not be contented with the 
explanations offered above, and may 
think that obscurity and the appear- 
ance of contradiction remain unac- 
counted for. It is candidly believed 


) 


that no explanation has ever been of- 
fered on either side, which delivers 
the tworubrics in the communion ser- 
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vice bearing upon the pointin dispute, 
from all embarrassment and obscuri- 
ty ; but with equal candour it is be- 
heved that while there is but one 
difficulty on our side of the question, 
there is an invincible host im the other, 
so that though it is admitted there is 
enongh in the one difficulty of the 





former, to make our enquirer cau- 
tious, there is too much in the difh- 
culties of the latter, to suffer him for 
a moment to think of adopting its opi- 
nions. He will naturally argue thus 
with himself: ‘ Here is a long and 
important. service, that looks as if it 
were intended to be one by itself: it 
will fit awkwardly & unnaturally upon 
the end of the Morning Prayer; to use 
it will make a very important alter- 
ation in the whole of that course 
which, from the rubrics in the former 
part of the book, I have been induc- 
ed to adopt ; now if it was the inten- 
tion of the Church that it should be 
used as often as the Morning Prayer, 
can I believe that it would have been 
appointed so obscurely and timidly 
when the Morning Prayer is prescri- 
bed with so much fullness and deci- 
sion ? Can it be supposed that the of- 
fice of telling me my duty in this case, 
would have been committed to two 
or three lines which instead of ap- 
pearing at the commencement of the 
service as all other rubrics for regu- 
lar services do, are brought in at the 
end, after some minor directions re- 
lative to notices for holy-days &c. And 
only to be made to tell any thing in 
reference to the point in dispute by 
lame and contradictory inference ?’ 
The answer to this question, one 
would suppose, is sufficiently plain. 
For certainly, one of two things is 
true ; either the church did not de- 
sign this rubric as a direction for the 
use of the service in question, or else 
she has strangely deviated from her 
usual way, and instructed her Minis- 
ters in a most awkward, obscure, and - 
contradictory manner—in a mane 
ner which perfectly excuses any one 





who through a mistake of her inten- 
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tions deviates from the course she 
appoints. After these remarks upon 
the rubric in allusion, it is well to ob- 
serve that this 1s the rubric, and the 
only one in the Prayer Book, from 
which the persons with whom we dif- 
fer, do attempt to deduce a positive 
obligation for reading the Ante-com- 
munion service. 

Our enquirer has now advanced in 
his search of the rubrics, beyond the 
one on which the advocates of obli- 
gation to read the service, so confi- 
dently rest for their positive direc- 
tion, and thus far we think he has seen 
nothing to make him suppose that the 
course he was led originally to adopt 
must receive any addition of the kind 
in question : He has ret with a line 
or two that seemed, at first view, in- 
consistent with all the rest of the 
Prayer Book : but further consider- 
ation satisfied him, that though its 
scope was not altogether plain, it 
could not consistently be received as 
the obligation for which he is search- 
ing. He must look further. The 
only other rubric in the communion 
service, relating to the subject of dif: 
ference, he will find at the end. It 
reads thus, ‘‘ Upon the Sundays and 
other Holy days (if there be no ser- 
‘‘mon or communion) shall be said 
‘* all that is appointed at the commu- 
‘‘nion unto the end of the gospel, 
‘* concluding with the blessing.”’ Now, 
by this rubric, we think the question 
settled. 

Let it be observed, in the first 
place, that supposing our ideas of the 
ante-communion service to be cor- 
rect, viz: that it is an occasional ser- 
vice to be used when there is “no 
sermon or communion,” this is the 
place where the direction (accord- 
ing to the usage of the Prayer Book, 
when a service is to be appointed, 
which is, an exception to a general 
+ i at be expected to be found. 
See for example the offices for the 
private baptism of children, for the 
baptism of those of riper years, and 
for the communion of the sick, where 
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the alterations to be made for par- 
ticular occasions are prescribed at 
the end. But it the ideas of those 
who differ from us be correct, viz: 
that this is not an occasional, but a 
regular service, as much so as the 
order for Morning Prayer, then the 
rubric on which they rest is not in the 
place where we should expect it. 
We find it at the close of the service 
in question, though not a word of 
direction in relation to the present 
subject is found at the beginning; and 
not wmediately at the close, but 
crowded in at the end of some com- 
paratively unimportant directions re- 
specting the creeds, and the publi- 
cation of notices for marriage, fast 
days, &c. But, if it were in consis- 
tency with all the other rubrics that 
refer to regular and important ser- 
vices, it would have stood at the be- 
ginning, prominently and positively. 
In the second place, we think it 
plain that the rubric which does ap- 
pear in the place where we should 
expect the one we are seeking, is the 
one which the church intended should 
have for its principal object the desig- 
nation of the times when the Ante- 
communion service should be read. 
To perceive the correctness of this 
assertion, let the two rubrics rela- 
tive to this service be compared. 
Take the first in order—-the one 
which, by the other side of the ques- 
tion, is supposed to be the principal 
and the pasitive ofthe two. It reads 
thus, ** then shall follow the sermon, 
** after which the minister, when there 
** is acommunion, shall return to the 
‘* Lord’s table and begin the offerto- 
ry,” &c. Isthere any positive direction 
here, to use this service on every 
occasion of Morning Prayer. Is there 
any plain direction, with regard to 
the times of its use, intended at all ? 
Now observe the other rubric, ‘* Up- 
** on the Sundays and other Holy days 
(¢f there be no sermon or communion) 
‘shall be said all that is appointed 
‘at the communion, unto the end of 
the gospel,” that is the ante-commu- 
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mion service, “‘concluding with the 
blessing.” These words need no 
comment. The question is not how 
the rubric determines the matter, 
but simply which of the above rub- 
rics was intended to determine it. 
If the latter was thus designed (as we 
think is plain) then its decision is 
paramount, and if there be any seem 
ing difficulty in reconciling its terms 
with those of another. the proper 
course, instead of conforming the 
meaning of the one which relates 
directly to the subject, to that which 
only relates to it indirectly, is cer- 
tainly to conform the latter to the for- 
mer. 

The determination of the whole 
matter, then rests simply upon the 
meaning of the last rubric. This 
meaning is perfectly plain, and can 
not be else than that the Ante-com- 
munion service is appointed to be 
used on those days when there is 
neither sermon nor communion, and is 
appointed on no other days. When 
there is a communion, it is not by 
this rubric appointed, though it is 
used by all, because the appointment 
is necessarily included in the whole 
service forcommunion days. When 
there is a sermon, it is not appointed 
by this rubric, but when there is 
neither sermon nor communion, it is 
appointed. That this is the only 
consistent interpretation, is evident 
from the words “ concluding with the 
blessing.” The Ante-communion ser- 
vice is directed to be concluded with 
the blessing. By the blessing is un- 
questionably meant that form of 
words which occurs at the end of the 
communion service, by which the 
congregation is always dismissed. 
The blessing is never used but at 
separation. Its appointment here, 
therefore, proves that the service 
which it concludes is only appoint. 
ed for those days when the people 
are to dismiss immediately after, i. e. 
when no sermon is preached. If 
our Brethren who use the service 
in question, were to comply with the 
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rubric in this particular, the noise in 
the Church, of the people separating, 
would tell them impressively, that 
on ordinary days, the ante-commu- 
nion service was never intended to 
be succeeded by a sermon. Inas- 
much as this service is never in our 
Churches when a sermon is preach- 
ed, concluded with the blessing, 
humbly contend that the persons who 
use it, are open at least as much as 
ourselves, to some accusation of 
deviating from the appointments 
of the Church. 

It is believed, that when our en- 
quirer has simply followed the order 
of the rubrics, with the view of dis- 
covering what course the Prayer 
Book delineates, and has weighed 
such thoughts as the above, as they 
rise naturally from the directions he 
reads, he will most certainly, and I 
will say necessarily, conclude that the 
regular service of the morning, ter- 
minates where the ‘‘ Order for daily 
Morning Prayer’’ concludes. If this 
be the case, then there is no other 
course to which our Ministers are 
bound, for the rubrics were not in- 
tended to be so defective as to re- 
quire some teacher to instruct each 
ininister how tney must be interpret- 
ed ; but so plain, that the Minister 
and his people, in the seclusion of a 
forest, with no interpreter but their 
own reason, could perceive their 
meaning. I am well aware that some 
things, not taken from the rubrics, 
but from sources to which ordinary 
readers have no access, or if they 
have, cannot be expected of their 
own accord, to recur, (as for exam- 
ple, what the convention which amen- 
ded the last rubric meant, according 
to the memory of those that were 
present,) may be said.on the other 
side, to embarrass the mind‘of one 
unacquainted with all the particulars 
of the history ofour Church. Some 
of these are mentioned in the com- 
munication of the House of Bishops 
on this subject. But, though it is 
conceived that the explanation of all 
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that is there saidis exceedingly easy, 
such remarks have nothing to do with 
determining the question, whether, 
as the rubrics now read, we are oblig- 
ed to use the Ante-communion ser- 
vice on every occasion of Morning 
Prayer. This question must be de- 
termined by what the rubrics evident- 
ly say, and not by what others may 
make out, from sources independent 
of the Prayer Book, their authors 
intended them to say. 

Having now gone over the ground 
of acontroversy which, in itself, is not 
of much importance, but has acquired 
great importance in consequence of 
the manner in which the characters 
of many Ministers have been involv- 
ed in it, I will relieve the patience of 
those who may honour this paper 
with their attention. But inas- 
asmuch as some may ask, why 
though we do not feel obliged to use 
this service, we do not consent to 
adopt it for the sake of uniformity, I 
will consider the question of the ex- 
pediency of the service in a future 
paper. PRESTER. 
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OF THE FDUCATION SOCIETY. 


Brethren of the Clergy and Laiety: 
The Managers of the Education 
Society for the Diocesses of Mary- 
land and Virginia, have felt it impor- 
tant to solicit your particular attention 
to the great objects of their institu- 
tion. ‘The prosperity of the Church 
of Christ, and of that section, especi- 
ally, with which you are particularly 
connected, must be precious in your 
sight ; and we trust you have so 
experienced the blessings of its min- 
istry, and the pleasure of its ordinan- 
ces, that whatever concerns its inte- 
rests is interesting to you; and any 
plans that are wisely calculated to 
secure those blessings, and hand them 
down improved to your posterity, 
and extend them in all their saving 
health, to those that are ready to 








perish, will meet a welcome in your 
hearts. 
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The minds of Episcopalians m 
this country, have been lately very 
anxiously and generally directed to- 
wards the momentous duty of provid- 
ing more abundantly for the great 
necessities of our Churches in regard 
to the regular Ministry of the word 
and ordinances of God, and for the 
more adequate instruction of candi- 
dates for the holy.office, in all those 
branches of knowledge so necessary 
to the character of an enlightened, 
useful, and permanent Ministry. It 
was for the purpose of contributing, 
as much as in us lay, to this most in- 
teresting cause, that the Society of 
Maryland and Virginia, for the edu- 
cation of pious and indigent young 
men for the ministry of the Epis- 
copal Church, was constituted ; 
and it is, that this cause may be 
more strenuously sustained, and its 
objects more successfully accom- 
plished, that the Board of Managers 
would now affectionately and respect- 
fully address you. 

The education of young men for 
the Ministry, is of such obvious ne- 
cessity and such great importance, 
that it has never failed to command 
the attention of those who have been 
interested in the prosperity of the 
Church, and the salvation of man- 
kind. How shall men hear without 
« Preacher, and how shall they 
preach except they be sent? If the 
destitute portions of our globe are to 
be supplied with the means of grace, 
and blessed with the hopes of glory, 
it must be by the instrumentality of 
Preachers of the Gospel, duly called 
and qualified to make known the way 
of Salvation. Inthe times when ho- 
ly men of old spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost, and when, 
if ever, the necessity of human in- 
struction for the preparation of the 
public teachers of the law, might 
be considered as superseded ; the 
establishment of schools for those 
who were to minister in holy 
things, was not unknown. Under 
Joshua, there was am academy for 
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the Prophets, where their sons and 
disciples were accustomed to dwell in 
retirement, for study, meditation, 
and reading the law of God; There 
were schools of the Prophets at 
Naioth in Ramah ; at Bethel, under 
the Prophets Elijah and Elisha ; in 
the plains of Jericho, and in various 
parts of the kingdom of Israel. These 
schools continued down to the cap- 
tivity at Babylon. And though at 
the time of the first promulgation of 
Christianity, the great head of the 
Church selected some among his 
first instruments, who were so illite- 
rate as to manifest that the power 
that spread the Gospel, was of God, 
and not of man: yet may no man 
presume, in the present age, to claim 
the high prerogative of a miraculous 
interposition. The nature of the 
Christian dispensation ; the eviden- 
ces which support it ; the sublimity 
and mysteriousness of its doctrines ; 
the matters of difficulty and obscuri- 
ty arising out of a language and of 
customs long since obsolete, and the 
werful and subtle foes it has to 
contend with, all evince the necessi- 
ty of a learned, able, as well as pious 
Ministry, to explain its import, and 
defend it from the attacks of its ad- 
versaries. Never, perhaps, since 
the foundation of Christianity, were 
efforts’ so great and extended made 
for the furtherance of the Gospel, as 
are now in motion. A Jaudable zeal 
in this cause seems to pervade eve- 
denomination of Christians. » In 
England, the Church from which we 
rejoice to have descended, has stood 
foremost in this great crusade, and is 
still extending widely her efforts to 
make known the ways of God upon 
earth, his saving health among all na- 
tions, and at length our Church in 
this country, has felt the heavenly 
smpulse, and resolved to bear her 
part in this great cause of God and 
man. 
Until the year 1817, no semmary 
for theological instruction, under the 


patronage of our Church, existed in || 
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|this country. At that time, measures 
were taken in General Convention,» 
for the establisment of ageneral The-: 
ological Seminary, to be located in: 
the City of New-York. At the fol- 
lowing Convention in 1820, measures 
were instituted in furtherance of 
this object, and the location of the 
Seminary was transferred to New- 
Haven. At a subsequent special 
Convention in 1821, it was again re- 
moved to New-York. In reference 
to this Institution, it is proper to ob- 
serve, that, whilst we admit, there 
are obvious advantages which may be 
connected with a general Seminary, 
and whilst it is our earnest desire 
that the Seminary now formed under 
the auspices of the Church, may be 
so sustained and conducted, as to 
prove of the most extensive benefit ; 
it must also be confessed, that there 
are many important exigences which 
a general institution, and that in allu- 
sion, especially, can never meet.— 
The remoteness of some parts of our 
extended country from the City of 
New-York ; the necessary expences 
of a residence there, already felt and 
complained of by some that have gone 
thither for instruction, must certain- 
ly preclude very many from sharing 
the benefits of the Seminary estab- 
lished in that place. Peculiarly must 
this consideration operate upon the 
measures of our Society, and ever 
prevent us, (if there were no other 
reason,) from enabling our benefi- 
ciaries to enjoy the instructions of. 
that.. Seminary, since we are obii- 
ged by'so many pressing applications 
to manage our funds with the most 
rigid economy. Besides this, there 
seems a peculiar fitness that candi- 
dates should be trained upon the the- 
atre on which they are hereafter to 
act, and thus become assimilated in 
habits and manners with the people 
among whom they are destined to of- 
ficiate. Onthese accounts, Diocesan 
schools not only have not been con- 
sidered as hostile to the General Se- 








minary, but seem to have been. gon- 
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/ an its provision for the 
establishment of branches, as neces- 
auxiliaries and adjuncts to that 
Institution. Accordingly, when the 
House of Bishops gave their consent 
to the removal of the general Semi- 
nary from New-Y ork to New Haven, 
they declared, “that in concurring 
in the resolutions relative to the 
Theological Seminary, they did not 
mean by this concurrence to inter- 
fere with any plan now contemplat- 
ed, or that may hereafter be contem- 
plated, in any Diocess or Diocesses, 
for the establishment of Theological 
institutions or professorships.’’* 
The Society to which we belong, 
in accordance with these principles 
and views, was formed in the year 
1818, consisting of members of the 
States of Maryland and Virginia, for 
the purpose of affording the means 
of education to indigent young men, 
‘who were desirous of preparing 
themselves for the ministry of the 
Episcopal Church. Numerous, inte- 
resting, and urgent, have been the 
applications for our assistance in be- 
half of pious and promising young 
men, who were anxious for such in- 
struction as was necessary for their 
proper qualification for the Holy 
Ministry, but were too dependant to 
defray the expense of obtaining it.— 
Some of these applications the Soci- 
ety has been enabled to comply with, 
and we are well assured there is no 
reason to lament the expenditures to 
which they have led us. But very 
limited have been the helps which 
the Society has been able to afford, 
in consequence of the limited contri- 
butions of the people to its treasury ; 
and many have been the cases of in- 
digence and of merit, where God. 
seemed to have called to the work of 
the Ministry, and there were evident- 
ly pious and devoted hearts respond- 
ing gladly to the call ; but from which 
the Society has been painfully oblig- 


* See Journals of General Convention. 
Page 37. 
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ed to turn, without the bestowment 
of the smallest assistance or ‘else, 
with the contribution of a sum so 
trifling as to avail for little else than 
an expression of their good will. . De- 
sirous, however, of prosecuting more 
extensively the great objects of the 
Society, and relyiag upon the benevo- 
lence of Christian people, and the zeal 
of all that love the Church of Christ, 
to sustain us in every wise undertak- 
ing ; it was resolved in the year 1821, 
to ‘establish a professorship, to be 
located at William and Mary College, 
or elsewhere, as the Society might 
from time to time direct,”® and an ad- 
dress was published, setting forth 
this object, and calling on the friends 
of the Church to aid in its promotion. 
This address was extensively circu- 
lated, and was published:in the The- 
ological Repertory at Washington, 
and the Christian Journal in New- 
York. ‘By these means, though the 
above resolution was not immediate- 
ly carried into-effect, the object and 
plans of the Society, in relation to a 
Theological professorship, were long 
ago fully brought before the exami- 
nation of the public ; and thus it is 
evident that, in pursuing the measures 
which have lately been adopted, and 
which we now proceed to mention, 
the Society does but preserve asteady 
uniformity and consistency with its 
first intentions and the authority of 
the Church. 3 

At a meeting of the Board ot 
Managers in Georgetown, on the se- 
cond of July last, the following reso- 
lution was unanimously adopted :— 


‘© Whereas the Convention of the Diocess 
of Virginia have established @ Theological 
Semmary, which it is expected will, ere 
long, go into operation, be itresolved, that 
the beneficiaries of this Society, who are 
students of Theology, be placed under the 
care of that Institution, and that, in the mean 
time, the Rey. Mr..Keith, who is to reside 
in the City of Alexandria, be appointed to 
take charge of them, and any other students 
that may be disposed to place themselves 
under his instructions in that place.” 


In adopting this resolution, the 
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Board had-reference to the fact, that 
theré were many in their respective 
States, who would contribute towards 
a home education, and would give no- 
thing.towards a general institution : 
they considered it right, therefore, 
that whilst they who felt it their duty 
to give to a general seminary, were 
at liberty to do so; those, also, who 
preferred to appropriate their money 
fo an institution identified with their 
local feelings and habits, might enjoy 
similar privileges of selection. 
Alexandria is recommended as a 
place for carrying into effect the 
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views of the Board, by several con- | 
siderations. Access may be had 

there, to an excellent library : lodg- 

ing and board can be obtained on the’ 
most reasonable terms. The District 
of Columbia, from its being the re- 
sort of a great share of the intelli-| 
gence of our country, and the empo- | 
rium of its jurisprudence and oratory, | 
presents a school which, in these par- | 
ticulars, is certainly unrivalled in, 
the United States. At the same time, ; 
the plan proposed will bring the 
students so much under the notice of | 
the instructer, as, in a very important | 
degree, to guard them from the dan- 
gers incident to their youth and cir- 
cumstances, and will afford them op- 
portunities of much practical instruc- | 
tion in the several particulars of pri- 
vate and jalduty. But there is 
a remark relative to Alexandria which 
deserves to be particularly considered. 
No where in the Southern Country, 
no where south of Philadelphia, is 
the Episcopal interest so concentrat- 
ed and powerful, as in Alexandria and 
its neighbourhood. Six Episcopal 
Churches in the District, with as ma- 
ny Ministers who live in the most har- 
monious and affectionate intercourse, 
closely united in their plans and feel- 
ings ; possessing opportunities of ea- 
sy and constant intercourse ; offering 
their libraries and every assistance in 
their power, to candidates for orders 
in Alexandria, present considerations 
too important to be disregarded, and 
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which every well disposed student, 
estimating aright the pleasures and 
benefits of Christian society, must 
highly value. , 

In addressing you, Brethren, in re- 
lation to these interesting objects, we 
desire you to observe the two distinct 
departments for which we would en- 
list. your feelings and zeal. Let it be 
distinctly remarked, that it is not the 
design of the Society to increase the 
number of Theological Seminaries 
by the establishment of a new one, 
but only to unite in the support of a 
Seminary long since constituted, and 
now preparing for operation. It is 
now some considerable time since the 
Theological Seminary of-Virginia, at 
the head of whose Board of Trustees 
is the venerable and pious Bishop of 
that Diocess, was established by the 
Convention of the State. Agents have 
been appointed by the Trustees of 
that Institution for the collection of 
the necessary funds for the support 
of Professors, and money to a-con- 

iderable amount is at this time sub- 
Joribed. The Trustees have also 
appointed, as ajProfessor of Theolo- 
gy, the Rev Mr. Keith, a Clergyman 
well known, and very highly prized 
for his talents, learning, and piety ; 
but at present it is our lamentation 
that, in this time of need, when it is so 
eminently important that his instruc- 
tions should ‘be’ immediately com- 
menced, the situation of their funds 
is such, that they are unable to afford 
the sapport necessary, that he may 
proceed in the business of hisoffice. 
in these circumstances, the Managers 
of the Education Society, anxious 
that instructions, so materially con- 
nected with thevinterests of their be- 
neficiaries, may be commenced with- 
out delay, have come forward, in re- 
liance upon the assistance of their 
fellow Christians, to make good 
their promises, and have appoint- 
ed a salary for the Virginia. Pro- 
fessor, for the term of one year.— 
It is hoped that, at the expira- 
tion of one. year, the funds of Vir- 
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ginia will be sufficient for his support, 
and that then the Society will be able 
again to devote its whole strength to 
the assistancetof beneficiaries. But, 
in the mean time, Mr. Keith, de- 
pending upon the support of this 
Society, will begin his instructions 
in Alexandria on the 15th of October 
next, when it is believed a number 
of students, composed not only of 
beneficiaries, but of others also, who 
are preparing for the Holy Minis- 
try, will be collected to attend him. , 
It is, brethren, that we may obtain 
from you the requisite assistance 
in raising the salary alluded to, that 
we now address you. This is the 
first department to which we would 
direct your zeal and benevolence.— 
It seems not necessary that we should 
show you the lawfulness of the In- 
stitution to whose efforts the Educa- 
tion Society would contribute ; for 
that must be deemed superfluous, 
when it is considered that a Bishop, 
beloved for his amiable, prudent, 
conciliatory, and godly spirit, is the 
President of its Board of Trustees, 
and that though it has been so long be- 
fore the view ofthe church, publishing 
its addresses and putting forth its 
exertions, not a. whisper of the 
Church Council has ever disapproved 
of it. As unnecessary does it seem to 
prove to you the need of such an In- 
stitution, for you must be too well 
aware of the lamentable deficiency 
of our Ministry in the southern 
country, when compared with the 
wide-spread devastations and inces- 
sant entreaties of our Churches for 
those that can break to them the 
bread of life; you must be too well 
assured of the inadequate provision 
that has yet been made for the guid- 
ance—encouragement—assistance— 
guardianship—and faithful, instrac- 
tion, of such as would prepare for the 
most responsible and solemn of all 
offices, to doubt that measures such 
ds those which we now place before 
you, are altogether necessary to raise 
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lightened Ministry, and spread the 
doctrines of the cross to the multi- 
tudes in our country who are perish- 
ing in ignorance and sin. 

But this particular object, though 
doubtless of a very interesting na- 
ture, must be considered, on account 
of its short duration, as inferior in 
importance to that for which peculi- 
arly the Education Society was estab- 
lished, and which must ever be consid- 
ered the chief end of its continuance. 
It is to the duty and most important 
work of furnishing indigent young 
men with the means of becoming pro- 
perly qualified for the Ministry .of 
our Church, that we would most 
earnestly solicit your attention. ,The 
ground-work of all our earnestness is 
found in the appalling necessities ot 
the people of this extending and ra- 
pidly populating country. Those 
only who look abroad with the eye 
of calculation and the feelings ot 
Christian benevolence, and are in the 
habit of hearing the reiterated en- 
treaties, fromall parts of our land, for 
instruction and the erdinances of re- 
ligion, can adequately understand the 
immense extent of want under which 
the people of this country are suffer- 
ing, and the urgent nature of the ap- 
peal which we would now make to 
your love for God and man. »Lieok 
at the condition of Maryland. We 
have no regular calculation to pre- 
sent to you, but a few reflections will 
present its state of most lamenta- 
ble need. ‘There are but about 
forty parochial Ministers of the Epis- 
copal Church in the Diocess of Ma- 
ryland. Taking the population of 
this State, merely as it wawin 1810, 
(the last census we have not in pos- 
session,) and calculating the number 
of persons blessed with the Ministry 
of our Church, at the rate of 600 to 
every Clergyman, (a very large aver- 
age indeed,) we find there are at 
the least, 2572490 out of 380,000, of 
the inhabitants of Maryland, destitute. 
of the regular Ministry of the Epis- 





up and maintain a numeroas and en- 


copal Church. Can it he doubted 
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that among these hundreds of thou- 


sands, there are no individuals, no 
congregations, anxious for the la- 
bours of our Ministry, and the bless- 
ings of our ordinances, who only 
want the opportunity, which the pos- 
sibility of obtaining a suitable pastor 
would afford, and the excitement 
which a little exertion would awak- 
en, to do whatever should be neces- 
sary for the maintenance of the re- 
gular services and Ministry of our 
Church ? Churches tumbling to ra- 
ins, congregations scattering in search 
of some substitute for what they can- 
not get, and the constant supplica- 
tions, ‘come over and help us,” are 
sufficient answers to such questions. 


In Maryland, we are situated as were 


the Disciples of our Lord, when 5,000 
were enhungered, and the twelve 
were commanded to feed them with 
five loaves and a few small fishes.— 
Here are our thousands, hungry, per- 
ishing, and sapplicating, to whom we 
would gladly break the bread ot lite ; 
but when we look around upon our 
seattered few, we are constrained to 
ask, ‘** what are these among so ma- 
ny?” No promise of miracle com- 
forts us ; we are commanded to ex- 
pect assistance by the instrumentali- 
ty of human exertion, and to ‘* pray 
the Lord,” as the only source of suc- 
cess, “ that he will send forth labour- 
ers‘into his harvest.”” Look next at 
the condition of Virginia. It is a 
most melancholy fact, that there are 
eighty-three counties in Virginia in 
which there is not asingle Episcopal 
Minister ; and, in the whole State, 
the clergy of our Church amount to 
but four or five and twenty. A’cal- 
culation, made with great care some 
two or three years ago, from.inform- 
ation obtained from gentlemen in ci- 
vil offices in almost all the counties 
of Virginia, furnishes the following 
results : Forty-six counties have no 
Presbyterian Minister. The whole 
State has not one Congregational Min- 
ister. Forty-six counties, contain- 
ing a population of more than 304,000 
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souls, have neither Episcopalian nor 
Presbyterian Ministers. The State 
contains 974,000 inhabitants,* and 
but ninety-two Episcopalian and Pres- 
byterian Ministers—leaving upwards 
of 882,000 souls destitute of such 
Ministers. Virginia is peculiarly the 
state of Episcopalians. Originally 
established there, and liberally en- 
dowed, the scattered congregations 
of our Church are discovered over 
all its regions ; and very numerous 
and most deplorable are the crumb- 
ling remains of our once excellent 
temples, constantly reminding us that 
Ministers, zealous and well qualified, 
and not materials and people, are 
especially needed to build up the 
waste places of our Zion. Were we 
to call your attention to the particu- 
lar condition of other States, you 
would perceive that each is miserably 
destitute, as to the situation of the 
great mass of inhabitants, and that 
all are loud and urgent in their 
demand for zealous and educated 
Ministers. All Indiana, Illinois, Mis- 
souri, and the Michigan Territo- 
ry, are destitute of regularly educat- : 
ed Mimsters, except so far as 16 oF 
20 can supply a population of 400,000 
scattered over a territory almost 
three times as large as New England. 
Now, brethren, we entreat you to 
survey, with motives and feelings of 
common hamanity, this wide extent 
of want and ignérance, this melancho- 
ly scene of devastation, and of dark- 
ness; behold our dilapidated and 
forsaken Churches ; our wandering 
and perishing congregations; ask 
when were they last favoured with 
the sound of the blessed Gospel ;— 
consider the neglected education of 
the rising generation, the wide har- 
vest of profaneness, impiety, infidel - 
ity, and woe, that already rises, and 
soon will whiten over all this exten- 
sive region; and, in the name of 4 
your country, your children, your 


* This is according to the census of 1810. 
The present population is aborg, 2 million. 
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church, and your God, we entreat 
that what is to be done may be done 
quickly. Already have other deno- 
minations of Christians entered upon 
the field. In this country of Epis- 
copalians, so peculiarly the sphere 
in which we should be up and doing, 
other denominations have first-begun, 
and they have advanced beyond us in 
the momentous cause. In their suc- 
cessful exertions to bring sinners to 
salvation, we must, and do rejoice, 
but we wish it were the success of 
those whose Church (as we believe) 
is the fittest to secure the conquests 
of the cross, and with whose excel- 
lence and merits we cannot but la- 
ment the zeal of her members is so 
very inconsistent. What, then, is 


to be done ? One conclusion is ine- 
vitable, that in this time of need, 
when able and faithful Ministers are 
so much wanted, and every thing de- 
pends upon procuring them, we 
should furnish the greatest encour- 
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they are more likely to exhibit the 
meek and lowly mind of Him who 
was poor in spirit, and can the most 
faithfully obey the Saviour’s com- 
mand, ‘‘ go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” 
Accordingly, it is remarked, that the 
most devoted and successful Mission- 
aries in this country, or among those 
that have gone hence to foreign lands, 
are generally such as have been tak- 
en by the several charitable institu- 
tions of the different denominations, 
and supported during their prepara- 
tion for the Ministry. The question 
is, whether, for want of industry and 
exertion, we will testify to the world, 
that we have no love for the Church, 
no zeal for the salvation of our fel- 
low-creatares, no active energy in 
the cause of God and man, by turn- 
ing away from so many opportunities 
of supplying our alters with Minis- 
ters ; or whether we will come for- 
ward and take those, who desire the 








agements and facilities to all such pi- 


to preach the Gospel, and that: 
no exertions should be spared, that 
those who have every thing but the 
means of obtaining a suitable educa- 
tion, may be adequately assisted.— 
Such is the conclusion upon which 
we address you. Many are the young 
men of piety and suitable talents, 
from time to time, presenting them- 
selves, who would most gladly be de- 
voted to the work of the Ministry, 
could they only be assisted so far as 
to enable them to retire fromthe bu- 
siness to which they look fora live- 
lihood, and obtain the necessary edu- 
cation. Experience has confirmed 
what consideration tells us, that Min- 
isters taken from situations such as 
theirs, and properly instructed, are, 
in general, best adapted for the trials 
and duties of their vocation. Accus- 
tomed to self-denial and hardship, and 


ous and promising men as ta 





holy office, by the hand, 4g@ furnish 
them with the means ofecoming 
shining lights in the C h, and 
conveying the tidings of salvation to 
sinful men. “If the Lord should 
bless the labours of our present Min- 
isters,” says the Address of an elo- 
quent Minister of Virginia, in the 
same cause, “ifthe youthful gene- 
ration should grow up under the in- 
fluence of holy principles and good 
examples, then there must be, in all 
other congregations, those who will 
feel their whole souls moved by the 
Holy Ghost, toward the good work ; 
being called of God, they will say to 
their friends and Ministers, ‘ necessi- 
ty islaidin us ; yea, woe be unto us 
if we preach not the Gospel’: pat us 
in the priests office, not that we may 
eat bread, but that we may have souls 
for our hire.’ Thus will many 
speak ; and shall we not be prepar- 
ed to second the call of God—to aid 





trained in the school of poverty, they 
are prepared for that scanty supply 
of this world’s goods, with whic 
Ministers are usually furnished ;— 
Vou. V...No. L—D 


their holy desires—to equip them for 
the combat, and bid them go forth in 
the name of the Lord? Or shall we 
suffer them, for wanwof such help 
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and needful preparation, to languish | 
into indolence, sink into cowardice, 
degenerate intoasecularspirit, or with 
the still remaining desire of serving 
God, be obliged to relinquish the fond 
hope of the sanctuary, for want-of 
that share of knowledge which is ne- 
cessary to the useful discharge of its 
duties ?”’ 

Far be it from us to suppose.that 
you are ready to adopt the latter al- 
ternative. On the contrary, we be- 
lieve, that in presenting before you 
the measures necessary to prevent 
its being forced upon us, we meet 
your own views, and will find a ready 
compliance with our design. Let us 
unite, then, with heart and hand, in 
furthering the measures of the Edu~ 
cation Society. .Much can be done, 
as well by the collection of small sub- 
scriptions as large donations. The 
ways by which you can aid our views 
are, by the formation of auxiliary 
societies ; by making your pastors or 
yourselves, members for life of the 
Parent Society ; by donations ; by 
annual subscriptions, where auxilia- 
ries cannot be formed ; by collections 
in Churches ; by subscription to the 
Theological Repertory at Washing- 
ton, the profits of which are devoted 
to the Society ; and by the donation 
oftbooks, for the use of the benefici- 
aries. Here are channels by which 
‘almost every person, however small 
his means, may have an opportunity 
of contributing something to that 
stream of beneficence, by whieh we 
would water the vineyard of Christ, 
and make glad the city of our God. 
Look, Episcopalians, at the exertions 
and patronage of the American Edu- 
cation Society of the Congregational 
Church. ‘The receipts into its trea- 
sury, for 1821, were $13,108. Of 
this sum, $ 500 was a bequest; ¢ 1, 
660 were the payments of life-mem- 
bers; $684 annual subscription ; 
$964 54 interest of productive funds; 


—_———— 
a er 


= 






AUGUST, 


were constituted by the liberality of 
females. The whole number of 
beneficiaries aided by the funds of 
the Society, since its formation, was, 
at that time,321. Thenumber then 
depending on the Society was about 
250. From the report of the year 
1822, it appears that the receipts in 
the last twelve months, were ¢ 17,- 
000, besides important donations of 
clothing, books, &c. The Society 
has received, since its organization, 
§ 76,000, and has now a permanent 
fund of $ 21,800. A subscription, 
opened at the last annual meeting, 
amounted tonearly ¢ 2000, of which, 
$700 were the annual subscrip- 
tions of seven individuals, and ¢ 350 
of seven others. Such examples of 
liberality deserve the highest com- 
mendation, and speaks loudly in fa- 
vour of the attachment of their au- 
thors to the interests of religion. 
Though we may not be able to reach 
the amount of benefactions which 
the above statement exhibits, let us 
not be found inferior in the zeal that 
prompted: them ; let us prove, by 
our earnest exertions to obtain en- 
lightened: and faithful labourers for 
that plentiful harvest, where the la+ 
bourers are so few, that we do, in- 
deed, ardently love our Apostolic 
church, the souls. of our fellow crea- 
tures, and the glory of God. 


William H. Wilmer, D. D. snes D.C: 
President 

1st. Vice President—Vacant. 

Rev. William Hawley, Washington, D. C. _ 
and. Vice President. 

C. Page, Esq. Alexandria, D. C =~ Treasurer. 

Rev. William Hawley.—Secrelary. 


Managers. 


Rev. Oliver Norris, Alexandria, D. C. 
Charles P. M’Ilvaine, Georgetown. 

E. C. M’Guire, Fredericksburg, Va. 

Wm. Meade, Millwood, Frederick Co, Va. 
George Lemmon, Hagerstown, Md... 
Charles Mann, Allen’s Fresh, Charles 
Co. Md. A 








the remainder, donations. 
members of the Society, at that time, 
were 197, of whom the greater part 


Daniel Murray, Esq. Anne Arun 
Richard W. West, Esq. Prince Geotge’s, Mc. 
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Edmund I. Lee, Esq. Alexandria, - 
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Philip Nelson, Esq. Frederick Co. Va. 
Dr. Thomas Henderson, Georgetown. 


Standing Committee. 


Rev. William Hawley, 

Charles P. M’livaine, 

( Vacant.) 

Francis 8. Key, Esq. 

Richard W. West, Esq. 

Dr. Thomas Henderson. 
eel 





remittances 


All communications and 
should be directed to the Rev. WILLIAM 
HAWLEY, Secretary, at Washington D. C. 


Auxiliary Societies are requested to send 
the names of their Presidents.and Secreta- 
ries to the parent Society. 





Constitution of the Society for the Education 
of Pious Young Men for the Ministry of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
ARTICLE 1. This Society shall be called 

“The Society for the Education of Pious 

Young Men for the Ministry of the Protes- 

tant Episcopal Church.” 

Art. 2. The officers of the Society shall 
consist of a President and two Vice Presi- 
dents, selected from among the clergy:a 
Secretary and Treasurer; together with a 
Board of Managers, consisting of six clergy- 
men and six laymen ; to be chosen annually 
by ballot, whose duty it shall be to manage 
all the concerns of the Society not otherwise 
provided for. 

ArT. 3. The annual meeting of the So- 
ciety shall be held on the last Thursday in 
October in each year, in the cities of Wash- 
ington, Alexandria, and Georgetown, in re- 
gular rotation. 

Art. 4. The President shall have pow- 
er to call a meeting of the Society—and, in 
case of his death or absence, either of the 
Vice Presidents—at the request of any two 
of the members, at such time and place as 
may be most convenient, in the District of 
Columbia ; eight of whom shall constitute 
a quorum for the transaction of business. 

Art. 5. The Managers shall appoint, by 
ballot, at their annual meeting, a Standing 
Committee, consisting of three clerical and 
three lay-members, to be chosen out of the 
Board of Managers, whose duty it shall be 
to select amd recommend to the Board of 
Managers such candidates as they may 
deem proper ; and if approved by a majority 
of the Board, the Committee shall proceed to 
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Art. 6. Annual subscribers to this So- 
ciety, of one dollar or more, shall be con- 
sidered as members thereof; and those who 
pay ¢ 50, or upwards, at one time, shall be 
cousidered as inembers for life. 

Art. 7. This Constitution shall be unal- 
terable, unless at an annual meeting of the 
Society, and with the concurrence of two 
thirds of the members present. 






Notice is given that the annual meeting of 
the Society will be held in St. . Paul’s 
Church, Alexandria, on the last Thurs« 
day of October next ; when an Jntroduc- 
tory Sermon will be preached. The 
friends of the Society are urgently invited 
to attend. 


BRITISH & FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The Nineteenth Anniversary of the 
Society, was held in the Freemasons’ 
Hall, London, on Wednesday, May 
7, 1823. 

An Abstract of the Report was 
read by the Rev. William Dealtry, 
Rector of Clapham, from which it 
appeared that the issues of Bibles 
and Testaments within the year, trom 
the depository, had been 123,127 
Bibles, and 1!36,723 New Testa- 
ments, making with those issued at 
the expense of the Society, from 
foreign presses, since the commence 

ment of the Institution, three mif- 
lions eight hundred and seventy-five 
thousand four hundred and seventy- 
four copies of the Scriptures. 


The Cash Account appeared to stand as 
follows : 

Total Nett Receipts. seee+s+6£97,062 ll 9 
Which included, 

From Auxiliary Societies, free 
Contributions, £24,266 7 6 

From ditto, subject to the re- 

turn of a Moiety in Bibles 

and Testaments, if requir- 

CU, seecerccecece 32,471 18 9 


£56,738 6 3 
eS OT 





For Bibles, Testaments, Re- 





appropriate the necessary assistance for the 
prosecution of their studies. The President 
of the Society shall be, ez officio, President 


ports, and Monthly Ex- 
tFACtS, ooeeeee+L30,568 7 4 
Total Nett Paymetits,..o+» £77,076 0 10 





of the Committee. 
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The Society is under engagements 
which will become payable within 
its present year, to the amount of 
£66,025 9s. 4d. 

A number of eloquent speeches 
were delivered, from which we give 
the following extracts. 

By Lord Bexley. 

“ How different is the scene we 
are now witnessing from any thing 
which this metropolis could exhibit 
but afew yearspast! We now find the 
week too short for all the purposes 
of benevolence to which it is devot- 
ed. Our capital now exhibits a 
representation of Jerusalem, at one 
of the great annual feasts, when Is- 
raelites, from every tribe, presented 
themselves before the Lord. Not 
long ago, the meeting I now address, 
would have been ridiculed as enthu- 
siastic, if not condemned as disor- 
deriy ; but bappily, the prejudice 
which would bave condemned as 
disorderly an assembly to promote 
the Gospel of peace, or ridiculed as 
enthusiastic, an attachment to that 
religion which is the one thing need- 
ful for man, is now passed by ; as 
well as that false shame which shrunk 
Would that our ef- 
forts were greater than they are to 

tote such a cause ; to shew that 
if among Christians there are some 
differences, there are more important 
points in which we agree, and that 
we hold out the right hand of fellow- 
ship to all who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity.” 


By the Bishep of Gloucester. 

[The following beautiful and just 
tribute to the memory of Mr. Owen, 
late Secretary of the Society, will 
be read with pleasure. | 

‘“‘ Praise is indeed almost withheld 
from the living in an assembly like 
this ; but that obstacle is removed 
from the dead; and we can now be- 
stow our full share of applause with- 
out any offence to personal modesty, 
and without any suspicion of inter- 
ested flattery. He whom we all la- 
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ment was the friend of all who love 
the Bible; he is removed from us, 
and what is our consolation ? Thanks 
be to God we have two strong cén- 
solations. The loss ofa hero, ofa 
statesman, or a philosopher, is rare- 
ly alleviated by any reference to fu- 
turity. When we look at their past 
achievements, we allow they were 
great and good in their time; yet 
not in general with any reference to 
eternity ; but the loss of a laborer in 
this cause—the loss of a chief Iabor- 
er—the loss of an Owen, affords the 
consoling thought, that his life was 
sacrificed to his labors for the Bible : 
—hislifeis, as it were, bound up with 
that Bible; and. like the names of 
the translators of that version, bound 
up with it forever. He is gone to 
his rest, and his works do follow 
him, as the fruits of faith, ahd ex- 
cepted only through that incarnate 
Word whom he preached, and whom 
he delighted to exhibit through the 
medium of the written word.” 
By Lord Teignmouth. 

“The history of past times in- 
forms us, for our encouragement, 
that the phantoms of superstition 
vanish before the light of heavenly 
truth, wherever it shines in unveiled 
splendour. ‘The desecrated temples 
of the divinities of ancient Greece 
are now only admired for the exqui- 
site beauty of their architecture ; 
and in what, at Rome, was once the 
temple of all the gods, adoration is 
now offered up to the One ever liv- 
ing and only true God. 

“ Still more, for our further en- 
couragement, we have a declaration 
from an authority which cannot err, 
that “ Many shall come from the 
east and west, and shall sit down 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in 
the kingdom of heaven.” 


By the Rev. Dr. Paterson. 
“It is with peculiar pleasure that 
I take this opportunity of assuring 
the members of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society, that the grand 
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inciple on which thie Society is 
founded, that of giving the Scrip- 
tures, without note or comment, and 
uniting all religious professions in 
that noble enterprise, is steadily kept 
in view by the Russian Bible Soci- 
ety ; and could I represent to you one 
of our meetings of Committee, you 
would be convinced that the Bible, 
and the Bible alone, is capable of 
uniting ali hearts. ‘here you would 
see Prince Galitzin, with the Metro- 
politan of the Greek Church on his 
right hand, and the Metropolitan of 
the Catholic Church on his left, and 
Members of Committee, belonging 
to all Christian denominations, and 
notja discordant word is heard among 
them. | am happy in being able to 
confirm what my worthy friend [Mr. 
Papof | has stated, that the Clergy of 
the Russian Church take an active 
part in the diffusion of the Scriptures. 
During a long journey with Dr. Hen- 
derson, we had many opportunities 
of seeing them zealously devoting 
themselves to the circulation of the 
Scriptures without note or comment. 
It will be gratifying to kuow the ef- 
fects produced by reading the Scrip- 
tures in Russia, which are greater than 
the people of this country have any 
idea of. Thousands are receiving be- 
nefit from reading the word of God 
throughout that extensive empire. 
We met many of the peasants who 
came to solicit the Bible, who spoke 
concerning its contents in a manner 
which I have seldom seen surpassed 
in my nativecountry. ‘The Russian 
Bible Society pursues its course with 
vigor. I[t printed 161,000 copies of 
the Scriptures, last year, and brought 
into circulation 115,000 ; this year 
proposes to publish 100,000 copies 
mere. One circumstance since we 
left St. Petersburgh I will just state. 
His Imperial Majesty still animated 
by the same sentiment of love to the 
Scriptares, and the cause of the Bi- 
ble Seciety, has ordered that the 
modern Russian Testament which 
was printed in parallel columns with 
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the Slavonic, shall be printed in the 
modern Russ alone, that it may be 
diffused more widely in the schools 
and in the army. | frequently have 
had the opportunity of witnessing the 
ardour with which the brave soldiers 
of Russia demand the volume of Di- 
vine ‘Truth; there is not a day in 
which our depository is not visited 
by Russian soldiers, who bring their 
copicks and their rubles to purchase 
copies of the Bible ; and they always 
desire to have the New ‘Testament 
in a portable form, that they may 
carry it with them into the field, 
when they are far separated from 
the ordinances of religion: to this 
his Imperial majesty has now con- 
sented, and 25,000 are to be printed 
this year. But 1 must forbear. 
Thank God, there are deputies here 
from other countries as well as Rus- 
sia, to take part in this happy, this 
gloriousday. I can assure this meet- 
ing, the Russian Bible Society will 
still continue, with the utmost vigor, 
and unity of heart, to co-operate in 
carrying the Scriptures of truth thro’ 
the vast extent of the Russian em- 
pire, and also to assist in furnishing 
the world at large with the Sacred 
Volume. 

By the Rt. Hon. Charles Grants 

‘* But, my Lord, there are still per- 
sons who dispute our title to that 
universal patronage we so justly, as 
Ithink, claim. We cannot but deep- 
ly deplore, I will not say that per- 
version of intellect, but that peculi- 
arity of intellectual vision, which 
enables them to see all objects as of 
One magnitude Human institutions 
and divine doctrines with them, oc- 
cupy the same ground: ‘Though a 
member of the Church of England, 
and its ardent friend, still 1 do think 
that the church, which enshrines and 
guards the doctrine, is, after all, 
somewhat inferior to the doctrine 
it preserves; I do think that the 
words of man, however admirable, 
are not to be regarded without ref- 
erence to the origin whence they 














Se ee ree ete 


a 


- seem to have united whatever was 
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were derived. I admire the aque- 
duct and the canal; they are useful 
to transmit the stream; they serve 
the purposes of navigation, and car- 
ry commerce to distant parts of the 
world ; but they do not supply the 
stream itself; it issued from the lof- 
ty mountain side, and is fed by the 
showers and the dews of heaven. But 
the Church of England, and the Sa- 
cred Scriptures—is there any thing 
inconsistent in these terms !—Call 
up your noble armies who have bled 
in their cause: just men by whom 
impartial laws were given, who 
taught and led the way to hea- 
ven: call up your Ridleys, your 
Cranmers, your Latimers, and let 
them decide the question. What 
would Latimer have felt, if, when he 
called to his brother sufferer at the 
stake, and said, ‘‘ We shall this day 
kindle a flame in England, that shall 
never be put out ;” his brother had 
cautiously replied, ‘‘ But possibly 
this flame may destroy thit very 
cause which we are seeking to per- 
petuate.” My Lord, among those 
who are the opponents of our cause, 
or rather among those who do not 
participate in it, there are three des- 
criptions of persons. ‘T'here are 
these whom no charity can prevent 
us from calling our opponents, who 


captious and subtle in the arguments 











of the Schoolmen, without possess: | 
ing their advantagesand talents ; and | 





all we can do or say concerning them, 
is, to offer for them that petition 
which belongs to our enemies, per- 
secutors, and slanderers. ‘There is 
another class, I fear not very nu- 
merous—I was going to say, | wish 
them more so, because I sincerely 
respect and admire them—whose 
principle it is, that life is to be 
consecrated, not so much to active 
efforts, as to contemplative piety. 
This is indeed a high strain of pi- 
ety ; the habitual devotion of the 
mind to high and holy objects ; ihe 
constant effort to advance in purity. 
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and excellence ; these are objectors 
that deserve our admiration, and I 
wish, if we are to have our enemies, 
the ranks of our enemies were swel- 
led by such objectors as these. 
There are again those who, cordial- 
ly attached to the principles of the 
Sacred Scriptures, still sincerely be- 
lieve, that to distribute those Serip- 
tures, without the commentaries of 
that Church, is but.to give a limited 
and mutilated benefit to the world. 
This class are active in their own 
bounds, and every effort they make 
swells our canvass; every prayer 
they offer returns not only in bless- 
ings on their own heads, as I trust 
it does, but on this Institution also. 
Yet there is a fallacy in their argu- 
ment. You say that, to distribute 
the Scriptures without the commen- 
taries of the Church, is but a limited 
benefit. Beit so; but the fallacy is 
this, in supposing that this institu- 
tion precludes you from accompany- 
ing your exertions in its behalf with 
your ccmnientaries. Pour fourth 
your Missionaries of the Established 
Church, and those Missionaries and 
the Scriptures are naturally compan- 
ions so long as the Sacred Volume 
is the cown of triumph and rejoicing 
to that Church: we distribute the 
higher blessings ; if you think they 
should be accompanied with the 
other, follow it up, and Jet your vo- 
taries in their bark “ attendant sail, 
pursue the triumph, and partake the 





gale.” And in truth this has been 
done, in other parts of the world, 
these our friends have followed our 
steps, and most cordially do I unite 
in wishing them success, and I shall 
feel happy in contributing every ef- 
fort in my power to that result, 
There is nothing in our principle in- 
sulated, or alone. Let r Insti | 
tutions do their utmost ; let them 
disclaim connexion with us, if they 
please; we hold out the right hand 
of fellowship to them, and wish to 
unite under the same banners of love 
and affection.” 
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Chinese Bible 
Mr. John Marshman, from Seram- 
pore, presented, on behalf of his fa- 
ther, a complete copy of\the Old and 


In compliance with the request of the 
Bev 4G. Shober, of North Carolina, contain- 
ed in the following letter, we cheerfully 
embrace the first opportunity to give ita 
place on the pages of the Repertory. It is 
with sincere regret that we learn from this 
communication, that our sanguine hopes 
and expectations respecting the contemplat- 
éd union of the Lutheran with the Episco- 
pal Church, have not been realized. 

On which side the fault is to be charged, 
we are not sufficiently informed to decide, 
bugwe feel well persuaded, that in regard to 
those things which are not esteemed essential 
tothe Christian Church, nodenomination will 
go further in yielding them for the sake of 
union, than the Episcopal Church. All she 
asks of others, is to meet her on the Scrip- 
tural ground of our common,Christianity— 
the apostolic order of the Ministry, and that 
confession of the faith once delivered to the 
Saints, as declared in her 39 Articles. 

On all the minor points of Church Go- 
vernment, discipline, and modes of public 
worship, no difficulty-would, we apprehend, 
be found in accommodating them to the 
feelings and wishes of all denominations. 

The respectability of the Lutheran 
Church, the similarity of their mode of wor- 
ship, and the harmony of their views with 
those of the Episcopal Church, on the im- 
portant doctrines of Theology, seem to place 
them so near to each other, that it would re- 
quire but a small sacrifice on each side, to 
constitute them one denomination. This 
event, from what we had heard of the fa- 
vourable sentiments ofour Lutheran breth- 
red, in that quarter and elsewhere towards 
the Episcopal Church, previous to the late 
convention of that Diocess, and from the 
additional circumstance, (for we have never 
seen the articles of union,) of its being stat- 
ed in the Journals of the last Convention, that 
delegates from that Church had attended it, 
and taken their seats ‘as a part of that body, 
we supposed the union had been accom- 
plished : and’‘however deeply we may lament 
the failure of this desirable object, we 
hasten to correct a mistake unintentional- 
ly made in our number for June last. 

But notwithstanding this failure, we still 
cherish the hope, that upon further reflec- 
tion, and more mature deliberation on the 
importance of this union, for the welfare 
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New Testament, in Chinese, printed 
at Serampore, with moveable me- 
tallic characters—the labor of six- 
teen years. 


and prosperity of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, 
our Lutheran brethren will yet be induced, 
with such concessions on our part, as can 
be made, to yield those points of difference 
which now separate them from us, When 
it is recollected by them, that the Episco- 
pal Church has existed not ** three hundred 


| years only,” but nearly two thousand, that 


she has been favoured with Apostolic origin 
and institution, and therefore upon scriptu- 
ral ground, holds that Episcopal ordination 
is essential to the validity of her ministry, 
they will at once perceive the importance 
of our steady adherence to this part of our 
ecclesiastical polity. And although in con- 
formity with the practice of the Church of 
God, at the time when the Saviour of the 
world united in her public devotions, she 
has adopted the use of a scriptural Liturgy 
in her public services, as best calculated to 
prevent the introduction of heresy and schism 
among her members, and, at the same time, 
te promote their growth in true piety and 
meetness for the Kingdom of Heaven,—an 
excellence, which, among other merits, we 
consider as calculated highly to recommend 
her to the serious consideration of other 
denominations ; yet as this is not an essen- 
tial point to be maintained, our earnest 
prayer is, that all obstacles may be remov- 
ed by the mutual concessions of each partyy 
so that a close and intimate union may 
take place, and that we may not only 
*« walk side and side,” but before and aiter, 
and all around, in the bonds of brotherly 
love and Christian fellowship. 

On the first ground of difference, which is 
that of the Ministry, we would with great 
defereuce suggest to our Lutheran breth- 
ren, that if they do not feel disposed to 
place themselves under the Episcopal au- 
thority of the different Diocesses as now 
established, that they elect a candidate 
from among their own body, in such a man- 
ner as may be directed by their Synod, and 
obtain for him Episcopal ordination and 
consecration, which would in due time place 
the two denominations inthe same relation to 
each other, as now exists between us and 
the Moravian Church, with whom a most 
cordial and Christian intercourse is main- 
tained. Such a course, would, at once, re- 
move the main obstacle to a most friendly, 
unreserved, and brother!v fellowship with al! 
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the ecclesiastical bodies of each Church, 
and among the members of the different 
congregations. There might be realized the 
pleasing declaration of the Psalmist, “‘ be- 
hold how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity.” 
EDITORS. 


North Carolina, July 8th, 1823, 


Mr. Pouwuarp : 


Sir,—In your valuable Family 
Visitor of the 28th ult. you have in- 
serted from the Theological Re- 
pertory something about a North 
Carolina Convention, which, if not 
rectified, will cause disagreeable sen- 
gations and erroneous impressions at 
least among the 1000 Lutheran con- 
gregations in the United States. 

That article conveys the true idea, 
that the Episcopal Church has effec- 
ted with the Lutheran Church an hon- 
orable and christian union, (which 
however merges the authority of 
none.) 

The article then goes on to state 
that this union places the Lutheran 
Church under the care and superin- 
teadence of the Episcopal authority 
of that Diocess. This, the Lutheran 
Church, which had existence before 
the reign of Edward or Elizabeth, en- 
tirely denies, and in North America, 
that church was and is under the care 
and superintendence of their own sy- 
nods, and admits of no superinten- 
dence, care, or control from Bishops 
or conventions of any other church, 
and will contiuue to be independent 
as it was more than 300 years under 
the special favour of the Head of the 
Church. But it is always glad and 
willing to walk side and side with 
every lover of the divine Saviour. 

Be pleased to insert this in your 
next Visitor, and I hope that the 
Editor of the Theological Repertory 
will copy from you, to correct an er- 
roneous statement which he has 
doubtless unintentionally made. 

Yours, &c. 

G. SHOBER, Press. P. T. 


of the Lutheran Synod in N, C. 
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ORDINATIONS. 


On Wednesday, May 14th, 1823, 
in St. Paul’s chapel, in the city of 
New-York, Mr. Augustus L. Con- 
verse, was admitted by the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop Hobart, to the holy order of 
Deacons. 

On the first Sunday after Trinity, 
June Ist, 1823, in St. Luke’s Church, | 
in the city of N. York, Mr. Orismus 
H. Smith was admitted by the 
Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, to the 
holy order of deacons. 

At an ordination held in Rich- 
mond, Virginia, by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Moore, on the 15th of June 
last, Syitvester Nasu and Sizas B. 
FREEMAN, were admitted to the Ho- 
ly Order of Deacons, and the Rev. 
Mr. Prestman to the Holy Order of 
Priests. 

CON FIRMATIONS. 

On Sunday, the 13th of April, 
1823, the holy rite of confirmation 
was administered in Christ church, 
Savannah, Ga., by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Bowen, whu has been invited, 
agreeably to the provisions of the 
20th canon, to perform episcopal 
services in the diocess of Georgia. 
On this occasion, morning prayer was 
conducted by the Rev. Mr. Hanckell, 
of South Carolina, and an appropri- 
ate sermon delivered by the Bishop. 
After the service of confirmation, 
the Bishop also delivered a solemn 
and impressive address to those who 
had just received that holy rite at 
his hands. ‘The number confirmed 
was eighty four. 

NEW CHORCH, 

The corner stone of a new Epis- 
copal Church, was laid at New Ro- 
chelle, (N. Y. )on the 4th instant, 
by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Hobart. 
The Bev. Lewis P. Bayard, the 
Rector of the Church, delivered an 
address on the occasion; and the 
Rev. Dr. Lyel and the Rev. Fro 
lancy, were present, and 
the ceremony. The old vier 
this parish was erected in the reign 
of Queen Anne. 





